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Divisional  Health  Office,  Coleford,  Glos. 

To  the  Chairmen  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District  Councils  of 
the  West  Gloucestershire  United  District. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1961.  I  have  prepared  this  in  accordance  with  the  requirements 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  have  endeavoured  to  restrict  it 
to  the  public  health  functions  of  the  District  Councils. 

I  have,  as  usual,  incorporated  reports  from  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors,  Surveyors  and  Housing  Officers  and  received  help 
from  other  Officers  of  the  Councils. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  birth  rate  for  the  area  is  lower  and  the 
death  rate  higher  than  for  the  County,  but  very  similar  to  that  of 
the  Country.  The  cancer  deaths  are  down  and  the  heart  disease 
deaths  up,  but  such  variations  are  bound  to  arise  with  rather  small 
numbers. 

The  health  of  the  Area  was  similar  to  that  of  any  other  part 
of  the  Country.  There  was  an  extensive  epidemic  of  measles,  but 
this  is  an  inevitable  infection.  Salmonella  infections  are  receiving 
more  attention  than  formerly. 

The  position  with  regard  to  tuberculosis  continues  to  improve 
and,  for  the  first  time,  there  were  no  notifications  of  new  cases 
in  the  Lydney  Rural  District. 

There  were  but  a  few  cases  of  whooping  cough  and  I  think 
it  can  be  assumed  that  this  is  because  of  the  triple  immunization 
of  infants  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus.  There 
were  no  cases  of  diphtheria;  I  know  there  were  a  few  cases  of 
tetanus,  but  I  have  no  information  of  the  number. 

I  was  taken  to  task  for  not  emphasising,  in  my  last  Report,  the 
association  between  smoking  and  lung  cancer.  The  yearly  national 
figures  show  a  relentless  increase  in  deaths  from  this  disease. 

With  regard  to  housing,  grants  for  improvements  have  been 
most  valuable.  A  certain  amount  of  Slum  Clearance  has  taken 
place.  A  number  of  persons  with  recent  tenancies  have  found 
themselves  in  difficulty  because  of  the  lack  of  security  of  tenure. 

The  number  of  persons  living  in  caravans  has  tended  to  increase, 
but  many  complaints  are  received  of  the  difficulties  of  living  in 
such  dwellings. 

I  should  like  to  thank  the  Chairmen  and  Members  of  the  Councils 
for  their  co-operation  and  understanding.  I  have  to  thank  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors  for  their  loyal  support  and  other  Officers 
of  the  Councils  for  their  co-operation.  I  am  grateful  to  the  printers 
for  their  care  in  preparing  this  Report  and  my  clerk,  Miss  E.  M. 
Hughes,  for  her  careful  work  in  compiling  it  and  her  assistance 
throughout  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant,  A.  T.  Hunt. 


GENERAL  ITEMS 


Birth  and  Death  Rates  Compared 

England  and  Wales 
Gloucestershire 
Combined  Forest  Area 
East  Dean 
Lydney  R.D.  . . 

Newent  R.D. 

West  Dean 


Birth  Rate 

Death  Rate 

17.4 

12.0 

18.3 

10.9 

16.7  (17.9) 

11.8  (12.4) 

16.3  (17.0) 

11.8  (12.7) 

16.3  (18.1) 

10.9  (12.2) 

17.5  (20.2) 

11.8  (10.8) 

16.8  (17.7) 

12.5  (13.0) 

The  Birth  Rate  is  the  number  of  live  births  per  1,000  population; 
the  Death  Rate  is  the  number  of  deaths  per  1,000  population. 
The  figures  in  brackets  are  the  “corrected”  rates  which  are  ob¬ 
tained  by  multiplying  the  crude  rate  by  the  appropriate  com- 
paratability  factor  issued  by  the  Registrar  General. 

There  were  no  deaths  associated  with  childbirth. 

There  were  25  deaths  during  the  first  year  of  life  (9  male  and 
16  female),  of  these  21  were  during  the  first  week,  none  were  from 
the  end  of  the  first  week  to  the  end  of  the  fourth  week  and  4  were 
from  the  end  of  the  fourth  week  to  the  end  of  the  first  year.  There 
were  996  births.  There  were  704  deaths. 


Chief  Causes  of  Death 

Percentage  of 
total  deaths 

Coronary  disease  and  angina 

14.9 

Other  heart  disease 

20.7 

Other  circulatory  disease 

5.7 

Vascular  diseases  of  the  nervous  system 

15.5 

Cancer  and  other  malignant  neoplasms 

14.9 

Pneumonia 

3.3 

Bronchitis 

3.3 

Pneumoconiosis  (14  deaths) 

2.0 

Accidents 

2.7 

3 


Notification  of  certain  Infectious  Diseases  and  Tuberculosis  Cases 


Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Tuber¬ 
culosis 
(new  cases) 

Tuberculosis 
(Total  cases) 
on  Registers 

East  Dean  R.D. 
Awre . 

45 

2 

9 

Blaisdon 

3 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Churcham  . . 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Cinderford  . . 

190 

1 

2 

6 

61 

Drybrook  . . 

164 

— 

1 

— 

32 

Huntley 

3 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Littledean  . . 

107 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Longhope  . . 

55 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Mitcheldean 

54 

— 

1 

— 

19 

Ruardean  . . 

77 

— 

1 

1 

11 

Ruspidge  . . 

92 

2 

4 

1 

19 

Male . 

433 

1 

5 

5 

88 

Female . 

361 

2 

6 

4 

77 

Total 

794 

3 

7 

9 

165 

Newent  R.D. 

Bromsberrow 

20 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Corse . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dymock 

36 

6 

— 

— 

4 

Hartpury  . . 

6 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Kempley 

13 

— 

1 

— 

2 

Newent 

31 

9 

6 

1 

16 

Oxenhall 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pauntley 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Redmarley  . . 

52 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Rudford 

15 

— 

1 

— 

4 

Staunton 

22 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Taynton . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Tibberton  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Upleadon  . . 

5 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Male . 

103 

8 

4 

-  -  - 

20 

Female 

101 

7 

4 

1 

13 

Total 

204 

15 

8 

1 

33 
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Notification  of  certain  Infectious  Diseases  and  Tuberculosis  Cases 


Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Tuber¬ 
culosis 
(new  cases) 

Tuberculosis 
(Total  cases 
on  Registers) 

Lydney  R.D. 

Alvington  . . 

11 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Aylburton  . . 

34 

— • 

— 

— 

4 

Hewelsfield 

8 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Lydney 

28 

— 

— 

— 

25 

St.  Briavels 

24 

2 

2 

— 

4 

Tidenham  . . 

29 

— 

— 

— 

15 

Woolaston  . . 

31 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Male . 

85 

1 

_ 

_ 

34 

Female 

80 

1 

2 

— 

24 

Total 

165 

2 

2 

— 

58 

West  Dean  R.D. 

Coleford 

52 

— 

1 

— 

20 

English  Bicknor. . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Lydbrook  . . 

70 

— 

— 

1 

16 

Joys  Green  . . 

65 

— 

— 

1 

18 

Newland-Clearwell 

17 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Newland-Redbrook 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Staunton 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

West  Dean  Parish 

Berry  Hill  . . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

17 

Bream . 

86 

— 

5 

2 

24 

Broadwell  . . 

60 

— 

— 

1 

17 

Ellwood 

17 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Milkwall 

33 

1 

— 

— 

7 

Parkend 

7 

— 

2 

1 

6 

Pillowell 

10 

— 

— 

3 

8 

Viney  Hill  . . 

18 

— 

1 

— 

3 

Whitecroft  . . 

17 

— 

1 

— 

11 

Yorkley 

54 

— 

1 

— 

17 

Male . 

263 

-  ■  - 

7 

7 

119 

Female . 

246 

1 

4 

2 

58 

Total 

509 

1 

11 

9 

177 

5 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


Diphtheria 

For  the  thirteenth  year  in  succession  there  was  no  case  of  this 
disease. 

Poliomyelitis 

There  was  no  case  of  this  disease. 

Meningococcal  infection 

There  was  one  case  of  meningococcal  meningitis  in  a  girl  of 
three  years,  at  Newent. 

Scarlet  Fever 

Twenty-eight  notifications  were  received  and  these  were  very 
scattered;  sixteen  of  these  arose  in  the  second  quarter.  This  disease 
remains  mild. 

Whooping  Cough 

Only  twenty-one  cases  were  notified  and  these  were  scattered; 
thirteen  occurred  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year. 

Acute  Pneumonia 

Twenty-four  notifications  were  received. 

Erysipelas 

Only  two  cases  were  notified,  one  at  Newent  and  one  at  Blakeney; 
both  were  persons  in  their  sixties. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Four  cases  were  notified.  One  rise  of  temperature  to  100.4 
deg.  F.  or  more  in  a  woman  within  fourteen  days  of  the  birth  of 
her  child  is  notifiable. 

Chickenpox 

There  were  epidemics  at  Blaisdon,  Mitcheldean  and  Berry  Hill 
in  January. 

Mumps 

There  was  an  epidemic  at  Tidenham  in  February  and  March. 
Measles 

1,672  cases  were  notified.  The  epidemic  was  part  of  a  National 
one;  Joys  Green,  Ruardean  and  Drybrook  were  affected  in  April, 
but  in  May  and  June  the  disease  spread  to  all  parts  of  the  area, 
dying  out  in  July. 

There  was  also  an  epidemic  at  Bromsberrow  in  December. 
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Measles  encephalitis 

A  girl,  aged  twelve,  in  Cinderford,  developed  measles  about 
the  25th  June.  On  the  30th  she  became  deeply  unconscious  with 
a  temperature  of  106  deg.  F.  and  signs  of  pneumonia.  She  was 
removed  to  Over  Hospital  and  given  streptomycin  and  penicillin. 
Her  temperature  settled  but  she  remained  unconscious  and  had 
to  be  given  fluids  intraveneously  and  subsequently  fed  by  tube. 

After  being  so  very  ill  for  three  weeks  she  gradually  regained 
consciousness  and  later  the  weakness  in  her  limbs  slowly  disappeared. 

Rubella  (German  measles) 

This  was  epidemic  at  Dymock  in  March,  Tidenham  in  March 
and  April.  There  were  some  cases  at  Coleford,  Lydney  and  Ayl- 
burton  in  May,  an  epidemic  at  Woolaston  in  June  and  at  Newent 
in  June  and  July  and  some  cases  at  Littledean  in  July. 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

One  case  was  notified  in  the  West  Dean  Rural  District. 

Salmonella  Infections 
Salmonella  brandenburg 

At  the  end  of  September  a  girl,  aged  12,  in  the  Coleford  area, 
developed  diarrhoea  and  four  days  later  her  mother  and  father 
also  developed  it.  No  particular  food  could  be  incriminated. 
The  mother  was  quite  ill  with  the  infection  and  excreted  the  organism 
for  two  months.  The  father  excreted  the  organism  for  six  weeks 
and  the  girl  four  months. 

Salmonella  enteritidis  phage-type  II  (jena) 

A  woman,  aged  79,  died  of  infection  by  this  organism.  She 
developed  this  illness  two  days  after  she  arrived  on  a  visit  to  her 
son  at  Beaehley.  No  source  of  this  infection  could  be  found.  I 
was  not  informed  of  the  case  until  after  her  death.  This  is  a  variety 
of  organism  often  found  in  imported  eggs. 

Salmonella  saint  paul 

A  small  outbreak  occurred  at  the  end  of  August,  affecting  the 
landlady  of  a  public  house  outside  the  County  and  her  family. 
A  few  cases  of  diarrhoea  within  the  area  were  probably  associated. 
Two  girls  remained  infective  until  the  end  of  November. 

Salmonella  typhimurium 

A  case  of  infection  by  Salmonella  typhimurium  was  notified 
as  a  case  of  puerperal  pyrexia  in  a  patient  at  Lydney  Hospital. 
An  investigation  of  the  staff  was  carried  out  and  this  included  the 
examination  of  Moore’s  Swabs,  which  had  been  placed  in  the 
drainage  system  of  the  Hospital. 

Another  case  of  this  infection  at  Tibberton  came  to  my  notice. 
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Influenza 

There  was  an  epidemic  from  the  middle  of  January  to  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  March.  The  new  claims  to  sickness  benefit  rose  from 
180  per  week  to  a  peak  of  489,  which  was  reached  in  the  middle 
of  February.  Attendances  at  many  schools  were  affected.  Nine¬ 
teen  deaths  were  ascribed  to  this  epidemic. 

Infectious  Jaundice 

There  were  a  few  cases  at  Flartpury  in  February  and  March, 
Redmarley  in  May  and  a  few  cases  at  Cinderford  and  Littledean. 
There  were  also  three  cases  at  Bream  in  persons  who  had  been 
drinking  from  a  spring  polluted  by  effluent  from  a  sewage  works 
which  ran  in  a  nearby  ditch. 

This  disease  can  be  spread  by  contagion  or  can  be  water-borne. 
Most  cases  are  mild  but  there  is  an  occasional  fatality. 

Dysentery 

There  were  a  number  of  cases  of  diarrhoea  in  Cinderford  and 
Ruspidge  from  June  to  October;  49  cases  were  investigated.  Eight 
were  notified  as  dysentery  and  most  of  the  others  were  cases  of 
this  condition  in  contacts  and  other  persons,  but  some  were  cases 
of  diarrhoea  in  which  no  organisms  were  found. 

The  cases  of  dysentery  were  kept  at  home  until  they  were  no 
longer  excreting  dysentery  germs,  and  this  was  applied  especially 
to  food  handlers.  This  disease  is  spread  by  contagion;  the  organism 
multiplying  in  the  bowel.  Emphasis  on  cleanliness  is  very  im¬ 
portant  in  preventing  the  spread  of  this  disease. 

The  trouble  taken  by  Inspectors  in  visiting  cases  impressed 
this  upon  the  persons  affected,  and  so  helped  to  limit  the  disease. 
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Tuberculosis 

Nineteen  new  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  compared 
with  twenty-eight  in  1960.  For  the  first  time  there  were  no  new 
cases  in  the  Lydney  Rural  District. 

The  number  of  names  on  the  registers  was  reduced  to  433,  and 
as  revision  goes  on  this  should  be  considerably  further  reduced; 
many  of  the  names  on  these  registers  being  those  of  inactive  cases. 

There  were  only  three  deaths  from  this  disease  compared  with 
six  in  1960. 


Notifications  during  the  Year: — 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

East  Dean 

5 

4 

_ 

_ 

9 

Lydney  . . 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

Newent  . . 

• - 

1 

— 

— 

1 

West  Dean 

7 

2 

— 

— 

9 

Totals  . . 

12 

7 

— 

— 

19 

Cases  on  Registers  at  the  end  of  the  Year: — 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

East  Dean 

80 

57 

8 

20 

I6S 

!  Lydney  . . 

31 

22 

3 

2 

58 

Newent  . . 

19 

9 

1 

4 

33 

West  Dean 

100 

41 

19 

17 

177 

Totals  . . 

230 

129 

31 

43 

433 
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Cancer  Deaths 


East 

Dean 

Lydney 

R.D. 

Newent 

R.D. 

West 

Dean 

Total 

Male 

Stomach  . . 

7 

3 

2 

2 

14 

Lung  and  Bronchus 

6 

3 

2 

2 

13 

Other 

13 

2 

3 

6 

24 

Leukaemia 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Female 

Stomach  . . 

3 

1 

1 

— 

5 

Lung  and  Bronchus 

2 

2 

— 

— 

4 

Breast 

1 

2 

1 

2 

6 

Uterus 

4 

2 

2 

2 

10 

Other 

9 

8 

3 

7 

27 

Leukaemia 

- — 

i 

— 

— 

1 

Totals 

45 

25 

14 

21 

105 

Berkeley  Nuclear  Power  Station 

Prior  to  granting  authorisations  under  the  Atomic  Energy  Au¬ 
thority  Act,  1954,  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
sent  a  letter,  on  the  11th  January,  consulting  the  District  Councils 
of  the  area  (except  Newent  Rural  District  Council).  This  caused 
a  great  deal  of  concern  with  adverse  criticism  and  publicity. 

The  authorisations  were  for 

(i)  the  continuous  discharge  of  air  used  to  cool  the  shielding 
of  the  reactor.  This  will  be  discharged  at  175  feet  through 
vents  in  the  roofs  of  reactor  buildings  and  will  be  from  the 
space  between  the  biological  and  thermal  shields.  It  will 
be  passed  through  filters  and  the  radioactivity  will  be  in 
very  small  amounts  of  the  gas,  argon  41  (this  has  a  half 
life  of  110  minutes  and  is  hence  very  evanescent). 

There  will  also  be  some  discharges  from  the  Research 
Laboratories  on  the  site  and  this  will  be  through  75  feet 
stacks.  The  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  was 
satisfied  that  the  total  dose  of  radiation,  which  any  member 
of  the  public  could  receive  as  a  result  of  these  discharges 
when  aggregated  with  other  radiation  from  the  Power  Station, 
would  be  well  below  the  maximum  permissible  levels  recom¬ 
mended  by  the  International  Commission  on  Radiological 
Protection. 

(ii)  liquid  radioactive  waste  into  the  River  Severn.  This  will 
be  from  cooling  ponds  in  which  spent  fuel  elements  will 
be  stored  before  being  returned  to  the  United  Kingdom 
Atomic  Energy  Authority.  Most  of  the  radioactivity  will 
be  removed  before  discharge  and  will  be  diluted  with  the 
coolant  water  (21  million  gallons  per  hour).  A  very  small 
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amount  of  waste  will  also  come  from  the  laboratories.  It 
is  expected  that  the  amount  of  radioactivity  in  the  water 
will  be  less  than  that  in  the  River  Thames,  which  provides 
most  of  London’s  water. 

The  Nuclear  Laboratories  which  are  to  carry  out  most  of  the 
research  work  in  connection  with  the  Central  Electricity  Generating 
Board’s  Nuclear  Power  Programme,  were  officially  opened  by 
Lord  Fleck;  the  loading  of  one  of  the  reactors  at  the  Station  com¬ 
menced. 

In  June,  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  in¬ 
formed  the  Councils  that  development  within  a  five  mile  radius 
of  the  Station  would  be  restricted.  It  does  appear  to  me  that  it 
was  a  pity  that  this  and  the  authorisations  for  radioactive  dis¬ 
charges  were  not  decided  at  the  time  that  Planning  Permission 
was  given. 

Although  every  precaution  has  to  be  taken  and  danger  is  thought 
to  be  very  unlikely,  an  Emergency  Scheme  was  formulated  to 
deal  with  any  unforeseen  mishap. 

Radioactivity  of  Water  Supplies 

Great  concern  was  expressed  throughout  the  Country  at  the 
possibility  of  danger  from  the  Russian  nuclear  weapon  tests.  Moni¬ 
toring  for  excess  radioactivity,  especially  in  milk  and  water,  was 
carried  out  on  a  national  scale.  A  special  watch  was  made  for 
Iodine  131  and  Strontium  90,  which  in  sufficiently  large  amounts, 
would  have  an  effect  on  the  thyroid  gland  and  bones,  respectively. 
Any  effects  would  be  expected  to  have  been  much  greater  in  children 
under  one  and  a  scheme  was  made  ready  for  infants  to  have  dried 
milk  free  of  radioactive  materials,  but  this  did  not  need  to  be  put 
into  operation. 

Many  water  authorities  had  tests  done  on  their  raw  waters 
and  I  arranged  for  the  raw  waters  of  the  area  to  be  examined  by 
the  Cheltenham  and  Gloucester  Water  Board’s  Chemist.  The 
report  is  as  follows: — 

Excess 

Counts  per  minute  per  litre  (cpm/1)  expressed  as 


Total 

Natural 

radioactivity 

Excess 

Strontium  90. 
Micro-micro 

beta 

due  to 

beta 

curies  per 

SAMPLE 

Activity 

potassium  (K40) 

Activity 

litre  (uuc/1) 

13th  November,  1961 : 
Lydbrook 

0.7 

0.6 

0.1 

0.4 

Redbrook 

1.4 

0.7 

0.7 

2.4 

Greenbottom 

1.8 

0.7 

1.1 

3.7 

Blakeney  Southern 
Supply  Area  . . 

0.6 

0.4 

0.2 

0.7 

20th  November,  1961 : 
Femeyley 

0.9 

0.4 

0.5 

1.6 

Rodmore 

(Aylesmore) 

3.6 

2.4 

1.2 

4.1 

Tufts  Level 

0.7 

0.7 

Nil 

Nil 
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Analyst’s  Comments: 

“These  results  indicate  that  the  radio  active  condition  of  all  these 
supplies  is  very  satisfactory.  The  excess  beta  activity  falls  well 
within  the  standard  (20  uuc/litre)  laid  down  by  the  Medical  Re¬ 
search  Council,  even  if  it  is  assumed  that  all  the  excess  beta  activity 
is  due  to  Strontium  90.  It  is  certain,  however,  at  the  moment, 
these  supplies  have  a  safety  factor  of  a  very  high  order.” 

It  would  appear  to  me  that  the  radioactivity  shown  was  largely 
that  inherent  in  the  different  strata  from  which  the  waters  arise 
and  very  little  from  rain  was  found.  Thus  Rodmore  borehole 
water  is  the  only  supply  entirely  from  deep  in  old  red  sandstone, 
although  Greenbottom  and  Redbrook  contain  some  such  water 
mixed  with  that  of  other  sources.  Ferneyley  and  Blakeney  supplies 
are  superficial  old  red  sandstone  sources  and  the  latter  is  open 
to  rain  admixture.  Redbrook  supply  also  contains  superficial 
streams  which  should  have  shown  marked  radioactivity  if  rain 
had,  at  that  time,  contained  any  quantity. 

Lydbrook  and  Tufts  sources  are  from  limestone  and  do  not 
contain  any  water  from  old  red  sandstone  nor  immediately  from 
rainwater. 

I  think  these  examinations  may  provide  base  lines  which  may 
be  valuable  in  the  uncertain  future. 


Analysts 

Specimens  and  samples  for  bacteriological  examination  are 
normally  sent  to  the  Newport  Public  Health  Laboratory.  Dr. 
R.  D.  Gray,  the  Director,  and  his  staff  have  given  excellent  service 
for  a  number  of  years;  reports  have  always  been  prompt  and  positive 
results  have  been  telephoned. 

Samples  for  chemical  analysis  from  the  four  Rural  Districts 
are  sent  to  the  University  of  Bristol  Laboratory  under  arrange¬ 
ments  made  by  the  County  Council. 

Specimens  and  samples  for  bacteriological  examination  from 
the  Newent  Rural  District  are  sent  to  the  Laboratory  at  the  Glou¬ 
cester  Royal  Infirmary. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948.  Section  47 

No  application  was  made  to  a  Court  by  any  of  the  Councils 
but  many  cases  were  investigated. 

For  a  person  to  be  removed  from  his  or  her  home  to  a  hospital 
or  institution,  it  is  necessary  for  him  or  her  to  be  incapable  of 
looking  after  himself  or  herself,  not  receiving  proper  care  from  other 
persons  and  to  be  living  in  insanitary  conditions. 

When  a  home  help  is  in  attendance  it  is  not  possible  to  take 
action,  even  though  the  person  may  require  institutional  care  for 
his  or  her  own  safety. 
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EAST  DEAN  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Public  Health  Committee 

Chairman:  Mrs.  D.  J.  Brain 
Vice-Chairman:  Mr.  M.  Brain 

Members  (From  May,  1961):  Councillors  R.  J.  Bevan,  W.  Bunn, 
H.  C.  Byett,  E.  Cooke,  H.  Cumberlin,  J.  I.  Duberley, 
H.  C.  Gibbs,  F.  A.  Haines,  A.  R.  Hawkins,  J.  L.  Jones, 
G.  B.  Keyse,  M.  V.  Lark,  H.  J.  Marfell,  W.  H.  Meredith, 
T.  A.  Trigg,  M.  Tucker,  L.  J.  Tuffley,  Mrs.  M.  M.  Virgo, 
Mrs.  A.  Weaving,  L.  S.  Wilce,  A.  M.  White  and  W. 
Wilkins. 


Public  Health  Staff 


Medical  Officer  of  Health :  A.  T.  Hunt,  M.B.,  B.S.  (Lond.), 

D.P.H.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 


Senior  Public  Health 

Inspector:  A.  D.  Parsons,  M.A.P.H.I.,  M.R.S.H. 

Additional  Public  Health 

Inspector:  B.  G.  Risbey,  M.A.P.H.I.,  A.R.S.H. 


Rodent  Operator: 


C.  Barnard 


Statistics 

Population =20,740  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate  at  mid  1961). 

Area =30,475  acres. 

Number  of  inhabited  dwellings =6, 5 72. 

Rateable  Value  on  the  1st  April,  1961,  was  £158,574. 

Product  of  a  Id.  Rate  on  the  31st  March,  1961,  was  £638. 

Number  of  Live  Births =339.  Number  of  Deaths=244. 

Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths =95. 

Birth  Rate =16. 3  live  births  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by 
the  area  comparatability  factor  of  1.04  this  gives  a  corrected  rate  of  17.0. 

Death  Rate=11.8  deaths  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by 
the  area  comparatability  factor  of  1.08  this  gives  a  corrected  rate  of  12.7. 
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Births  and  Infantile  Deaths 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Totals 

Male 

Fem. 

Total 

Male 

Fem. 

Total 

Male 

Fem. 

Total 

Live  Births 

159 

166 

325 

8 

6 

14 

167 

172 

339 

Still  Births 

Deaths  of  infants 

1 

4 

5 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

5 

under  1  week  . . 

1 — 4  weeks 

4  wks. — 1  yr.  . . 

2 

6 

8 

2 

6 

8 

Population,  Number  of  Houses  and  Caravans  and  Mains  Water  Supply 


Parish 

Estimated 

Population 

No.  of 
Dwellings 

No.  of 
Caravans 

Properties  connected  to 
Mains  Water  Supply 

Awre 

1,819 

546 

3 

493 

Blaisdon  . . 

268 

85 

1 

51 

Churcham 

729 

229 

4 

132 

Cinderford 

7,043 

2,232 

8 

2,221 

Drybrook 

2,887 

889 

10 

882 

Huntley  . . 

510 

163 

— 

113 

Littledean 

1,279 

421 

3 

396 

Longhope 

1,119 

358 

8 

203 

Mitcheldean  . . 

1,847 

583 

8 

520 

Ruardean 

1,244 

383 

15 

361 

Ruspidge . . 

1,995 

604 

19 

576 

Totals  . . 

20,740 

6,493 

79 

5,948 

The  estimated  populations  for  the  separate  parishes  is  the  Registrar 
General’s  estimate  for  the  Rural  District  apportioned  according 
to  the  sizes  of  the  electoral  lists. 

I  have  to  thank  Mr.  A.  E.  Moore,  the  Rating  Officer,  for  the 
number  of  dwellings  in  each  parish  and  for  the  properties  con¬ 
nected  to  the  main  water  supply  except  those  for  the  parishes 
of  Huntley  and  Churcham  which  were  supplied  by  the  Gloucester 
Corporation  Water  Engineer. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 

Mr.  A.  D.  Parsons  reports  as  follows: — 

Public  Health 

The  work  in  the  Public  Health  Department  continued  to  increase, 
especially  in  dealing  with  houses  under  Slum  Clearance  as  more 
Council  houses  became  available. 

672  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  which  entailed 
some  1,016  investigations,  visits  and  inspections  or  interviews. 
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Drainage 

A  total  of  260  visits  and  inspections  were  carried  out  in  con¬ 
nection  with  drainage. 

Advice  was  given  on  the  installation  of  septic  tanks  for  31  prop¬ 
erties  and  13  properties  were  connected  to  the  Council’s  sewers. 

Refuse  Collection 

This  service  for  all  Parishes,  apart  from  Cinderford  and  Rus- 
pidge,  continued  to  be  carried  out  by  two  contractors,  Messrs. 
E.  A.  Bayliss  and  C.  Bell,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Public 
Health  Department.  The  work  was  carried  out  very  satisfactorily 
and  few  complaints  were  received. 

Refuse  tips  are  situated  at  Blakeney,  Woodside  Ruardean, 
The  Plump  and  Longhope.  They  gave  very  little  trouble  and  were 
constantly  inspected  for  pests. 

Additional  collections  were  made  on  Popes  Hill  and  in  the 
Ruardean  Parish  where  the  County  Highways  Department  had 
made-up  the  roads. 

Street  Cleansing 

Weekly  collections  continued  to  be  made  from  all  the  60 
litter  bins  provided  by  the  East  Dean  Rural  District  Council, 
as  well  as  from  the  larger  type  bins  provided  by  the  Gloucestershire 
County  Highways  Department. 

Water  Sampling 

A  total  of  162  samples  of  water  were  taken  during  the  year 
for  bacteriological  examination  as  follows: — 

(i)  Regular  routine  samples  from  taps  on  the  mains  supply 
throughout  the  District.  These  included  taps  on  the  Southern 
Area  Supply,  the  Old  Gold  Mine  Supply  and  the  Gloucester 
Corporation  Main  Supply  at  Blaisdon. 

(ii)  Chemical  analysis  and  bacteriological  examination  of  the 
raw  water  used  in  the  East  Dean  Main  Supply  included 
the  Southern  Area  Supply. 

(iii)  Seventy-four  samples  for  bacteriological  examination  in 
connection  with  the  sterilization  of  the  new  mains  at  Long- 
hope. 

(iv)  One  sample  was  taken  from  each  of  three  wells  in  con¬ 
nection  with  action  under  the  Housing  Act,  on  the  three 
premises  which  they  served.  All  showed  gross  contamination. 

(v)  A  series  of  samples,  for  both  chemical  analysis  and  bac¬ 
teriological  examination,  were  taken  during  pumping 
operations  at  Perseverance  Pit  Shaft  which  were  done  to 
investigate  the  suitability  or  otherwise  of  this  water  as  a 
source  of  mains  water. 
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Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960 

There  are  three  permanent  caravan  sites  in  the  District  which 
are  capable  of  holding  48  caravans.  A  further  site  in  Cinderford 
is  being  considered,  capable  of  accommodating  approximately 
seventy  caravans. 

Twenty-three  applications  for  licences  were  dealt  with  during 
the  year;  one  application  was  withdrawn  and  others  granted. 
These  caravans,  together  with  the  34  caravans  previously  licensed, 
gave  a  total  of  56  licensed  caravans  within  the  District. 

42  Planning  Permissions  were  given;  were  refused  in  four  cases 
and  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  10  applications  under  con¬ 
sideration. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

Mr.  C.  Barnard,  the  Rodent  Operator,  continued  to  carry  out 
his  duties  very  efficiently. 

The  Council’s  main  sewers  were  inspected  and  treated  for  rats 
and  additional  labour  was  employed  for  this  purpose. 


Inspections  Treatments 
Rats  Mice  Rats  Mice 


Council’s  sewers 

67 

— 

26 

— 

Council’s  tips  and  sewage 
works 

13 

9 

Business  premises 

16 

1 

6 

1 

Schools 

9 

4 

3 

3 

Farms 

128 

— 

6 

— 

Private  premises  . . 

268 

30 

146 

25 

One  treatment  was  given  for  each  of  the  following:  ants,  bats, 
bedbugs,  bees,  cockroaches  and  moles;  two  treatments  were  given 
for  flies  and  eight  for  wasps. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

The  annual  licence  was  renewed  for  the  only  pet  shop  in  the 
District.  This  was  inspected  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Housing  Act,  1957 
Part  II 

Representations . 47 

Demolition  Orders  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  12 

Closing  Orders . 14 

Undertakings  accepted:  (i)  not  to  use  for  human  habitation  1 

(ii)  to  render  house  fit  . .  . .  8 

Number  of  houses  demolished  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  8 

Action  deferred  until  tenants  offered  accommodation  . .  5 

Closing  Orders  replaced  by  Demolition  Orders  . .  . .  2 
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Part  III 

No  Clearance  Orders  were  made  in  1961. 

Part  V 

Twenty-seven  families  were  re-housed  by  the  Council  from 
individual  unfit  properties. 

Rent  Act,  1957 

Twenty-two  inspections  and  visits  were  made  in  connection 
with  this  Act;  five  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  issued. 

Land  Charges  Act,  1925  as  amended  by  the  Law  of  Property  (Amend¬ 
ment)  Act,  1926. 

Land  Searches  in  respect  of  406  properties  and  land  were  dealt 
with  by  the  Public  Health  Department  for  identification  and  ob¬ 
servations. 

Infectious  Disease 

During  the  months  June  to  September,  49  persons  were  invest¬ 
igated  as  suspected  to  be  suffering  from  dysentery  or  food  poisoning. 

101  specimens  were  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for 
bacteriological  examination  and  in  the  cases  of  persons  found 
to  have  dysentery  organisms,  two  subsequent  consecutive  speci¬ 
mens  free  from  such  organisms  were  required  before  they  were 
allowed  to  return  to  work. 


Visits  and  Inspections 

Public  Health  . .  . .  . .  . .  1,016 

Housing  . .  . .  . .  . .  1,041 

Caravans  . .  . .  . .  . .  238 

Food  and  Drugs  . .  . .  . .  183 

Shops  Act  . .  . .  . .  . .  16 

Drainage  . .  . .  . .  . .  260 

Refuse  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  135 

Pests  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  188 

Water  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  269 

Clean  Air  Act  . .  . .  . .  . .  14 

Factories  Act  . .  . .  . .  . .  27 

Milk  and  Dairies  . .  . .  . .  13 

Street  Cleansing  . .  . .  . .  81 

Rent  Act  . .  . .  . .  . .  22 

Slaughterhouse  . .  . .  . .  357 

Noise  Abatement  . .  . .  .  .  1 

Infectious  Disease  . .  . .  . .  106 

Miscellaneous  . .  . .  . .  . .  30 


Factories  Acts,  1937  to  1959 
Part  1 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspect’ns 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosec’ted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  Local  Authorities 

3 

3 

-  -  - 

- 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

66 

24 

5 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

Total  . 

69 

27 

5 

— 
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2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found  (Defects  discovered 
at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions 
are  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  “cases”) 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases 
in  which  defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosec’tns 
were 

instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

Referred 
By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness(S  1) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  tem¬ 
perature  (S.3)  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 
(S.4)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences 
(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

. 

1 

3 

, 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

— 

— . 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Out-work) 

Total  . .  . . 

— 

1 

— 

3 

— 

Outworkers 

Twenty-five  persons  were  employed  in  the  carding  of  pins. 
Ice-Cream 

Premises  registered  for  the  Manufacture,  Storage  and  Sale  of 
ice-cream  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

Manufacture  (Cold  mix  method  only  was  used)  . .  5 

Storage  and  sale  (pre-packed  ice-cream  only)  ..  113 

Total  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  118 

Seventeen  samples  of  various  makes  were  taken  and  all  were 
placed  in  Grade  1. 


21 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1958 

Six  licences  were  renewed  and  one  new  licence  was  issued  to 
slaughter  animals  for  food. 


Food  condemned  (other  than  at  Slaughterhouse) 


Meat 

24  tins 

Fruit 

64  „ 

Vegetables 

68  „ 

Soup 

10  „ 

Milk 

20  „ 

Cream 

8  „ 

Fish 

2  „ 

Wet  fish 

28  lbs. 

Cheese 

5  „ 

Biscuits 

16  „ 

Jam 

3  „ 

jmned  (at  Slaughterhouse) 

14  Bovine  heads 

448  lbs. 

7  pigs  heads 

84  „ 

Bovine  and  sheep  livers 

2,122  „ 

Lights 

401  „ 

1  Pork  carcase 

85  „ 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  . . 

1,635 

— 

165 

5,322 

2,523 

— 

Number  inspected 

1,635 

— 

165 

5,322 

2,523 

— 

All  diseases  except 
tuberculosis  and  cysti- 
cerci.  Whole  carcases 
condemned 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

126 

. 

_ ___ 

40 

3 

Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected  affected 
with  disease  other 
than  tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci . 

7.7 

0.75 

0.16 

Tuberculosis  only: 
Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned  . 

.  .  . 

-  .  . 

i 

.  - 

.  . 

_____ 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

-  ..  - 

-  -  -  - 

___ 

. 

6 

_____ 

Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected  affected 
with  tuberculosis 

■ 

- 

0.24 

. 

Cysticercosis :  Carcases 
of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned  . 

4 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refriger¬ 
ation  . 

4 

-  -  - 

- 

- 

.. 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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ENGINEER  AND  SURVEYOR’S  REPORT 


Mr.  J.  A.  N.  Butterworth,  A.I.A.S.,  reports  as  follows: — 

Water  Supply  Statistics 

During  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1961,  a  total  quantity 
of  277,367,000  gallons  of  water  was  supplied  from  all  sources 
and  this  figure  shows  an  increase  of  27,500,000  gallons  or  approx¬ 
imately  11  %  over  the  total  quantity  supplied  during  the  year  1960. 
Details  are  given  below,  and  it  will  be  noted  that  the  bulk  supply 
received  from  the  West  Dean  R.D.C.  showed  an  increase  of  25 
million  gallons  over  the  1960  quantities. 


Greenbottom 

202,833,000  gallons 

West  Dean  R.D.C. 

52,228,000  „ 

Blakeney  . . 

19,464,000  „ 

Gloucester  Corporation  (Blaisdon) 

2,842,000  „ 

Total 

277,367,000  gallons 

Water  Supply — General 

Water  supply — especially  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year — 
proved  difficult  as  demand  continued  to  increase,  and  available 
water  progressively  diminished  from  June.  The  Council  recognises 
and  appreciates  the  present  position,  and  indeed  has  already  carried 
out  preliminary  investigations  with  a  view  to  obtaining  an  additional 
source  of  water,  which  it  is  believed  will  be  satisfactory. 

New  Connections  to  Mains 

Satisfactory  progress  was  made  during  the  year,  and  a  further 
70  existing  properties  were  afforded  a  mains  supply,  as  well  as  99 
new  properties  and  a  number  of  caravans. 

Sewerage 

Sewer  extensions  were  satisfactorily  carried  out  by  direct  labour 
to  serve  a  number  of  properties  at  Crooked  End,  Ruardean  and 
The  Hawthorns,  Drybrook. 

Contractors  have  commenced  work  on  a  scheme  to  sewer  prop¬ 
erties  in  the  Morse  Road  area,  and  this  work  should  be  completed 
in  early  1962. 

Further  schemes  have  been  prepared  for  sewer  extensions  to  be 
carried  out  at  The  Slope,  Drybrook,  and  it  is  hoped  that  work  will 
commence  shortly. 
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Sewage  Disposal 

All  works  throughout  the  District  continued  to  receive  regular 
maintenance  and  inspection  during  the  year. 

Refuse  Collection 

The  amount  of  household  refuse  collected  during  the  year  showed 
an  increase  over  previous  years,  and  it  is  becoming  more  difficult 
for  the  crew  to  maintain  a  weekly  collection  without  having  to 
work  overtime  occasionally. 

Yew  Tree  Brake  Cemetery 

A  total  number  of  25  burials  took  place  at  the  Cemetery  during 
1961. 


HOUSING  PROGRESS 

Mr.  L.  A.  Andrews,  D.P.A.,  the  Housing  Officer,  reports  as 
follows  on  the  number  of  houses  completed: — 


Council  Houses 


Parish 

Pre-War 

Post-War 
up  to 
1960 

Comple 

Houses 

ted  1961 
O.P.B. 

Total 

Awre 

_ 

36 

_ 

. 

36 

Blaisdon  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Churcham 

— 

12 

— 

— 

12 

Cinderford 

80 

271 

14 

6 

371 

Drybrook 

6 

124 

4 

4 

138 

Huntley  . . 

— 

8 

— 

— 

8 

Littledean 

— 

69 

— 

— 

69 

Longhope 

6 

24 

— 

— 

30 

Mitcheldean  . . 

6 

114 

— 

6 

126 

Ruardean 

10 

57 

— 

4 

71 

Ruspidge 

26 

78 

— 

4 

108 

134 

793 

18 

24 

969 

Private  Dwellings 

The  number  of  private  dwellings  completed  during  the  year 
was  60,  making  a  total  of  465  since  1946. 
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MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH’S  SUMMARY 


Water  Supply 

East  Dean  Mains  Supply 

This  supplies  a  large  part  of  the  District.  It  is  from  an  adit, 
a  borehole,  a  spring  and  a  well  at  Greenbottom  which  was  aug¬ 
mented  by  a  supply  from  West  Dean  Supply. 

Fifty-one  samples  were  taken  from  various  points  on  this  supply 
and  submitted  to  bacteriological  examination;  thirty  three  were 
reported  on  as  satisfactory,  but  seven  showed  slight  contamination. 
The  supply  from  each  of  the  points  which  showed  contamination 
was  re-examined  and  found  satisfactory.  Full  chemical  analyses 
and  bacteriological  examinations  of  the  raw  waters  were  satis¬ 
factory. 

Southern  Area  Supply 

Five  samples  were  taken  from  points  on  this  supply;  all  were 
bacteriologically  satisfactory.  A  chemical  analysis  and  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination  of  the  raw  water  was  satisfactory. 

Gloucester  Corporation  Supply — Blaisdon 

Three  samples  were  taken  from  points  on  this  supply;  all  were 
bacteriologically  satisfactory. 

Old  Gold  Mine  Supply 

Of  three  samples  taken,  one  showed  slight  contamination  and 
two  were  satisfactory. 

Sewerage 

The  sewerage  system  from  Cinderford,  Ruspidge  and  Drybrook 
Villages  drains  to  the  Soudley  Works,  which  are  overloaded. 

Ruardean,  Littledean,  Mitcheldean  and  Blakeney  each  have 
small  works. 

Huntley  and  Longhope  now  need  to  be  sewered. 

Housing 

The  building  of  the  fourteen  houses  at  Cinderford  and  four  at 
Drybrook  enabled  some  progress  to  be  made  with  Slum  Clearance. 

The  24  old  persons’  bungalows  built  were  of  great  value  to  a 
section  of  the  community  which  never  had  a  chance  to  build  for 
themselves,  and  I  consider  that  more  such  dwellings  could  be 
well  used.  At  the  same  time,  the  number  of  persons  building  for 
themselves  has  increased  (60  compared  with  41  in  1960). 

There  were  a  number  of  families  living  in  very  bad  conditions, 
especially  a  few  families  who  had  been  turned  out  of  Council  or 
other  houses  for  non-payment  of  rent. 

No.  20,  Dockham  Road  continued  to  be  occupied  illegally  in 
spite  of  a  Demolition  Order,  as  was  also  a  bungalow  at  Wigpool. 
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Analyses  of  Main  Water  Supplies  (Raw  Waters) 
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LYDNEY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Public  Health  Committee 

Chairman:  T.  L.  Richards 
Vice-Chairman:  N.  H.  Cooke 

Members  (From  May,  1961):  Councillors  W.  A.  Butt,  W.  G. 

Creswick,  J.  H.  G.  Darters,  M.  G.  Edwards,  E.  W. 
Goss,  H.  Hanley,  A.  F.  G.  Hopes,  J.  W.  Manson,  R. 
Meredith,  Mrs.  D.  L.  Penney,  C.  E.  Phelps,  Mrs.  A.  B. 
Reissner,  C.  R.  Smith  and  G.  Smith. 

Public  Health  Staff 

Medical  Officer  of  Health :  A.  T.  Hunt,  M.B.,  B.S.  (Lond.), 

D.P.H.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Public  Health  Inspector:  W.  M.  Richards,  M.A.P.H.I., 

M.R.S.H. 


Statistics 

Population  =12,800  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate  at  mid  1961). 

Area =24,597  acres. 

Number  of  inhabited  dwellings  =  3,83 3. 

Rateable  Value  on  the  1st  April,  1961,  was  £135,882. 

Product  of  a  Id.  Rate  on  the  31st  March,  1961,  was  £552. 

Number  of  Live  Births=209.  Number  of  Deaths  =  139. 

Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths =70. 

Birth  Rate=16.3  live  births  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied 
by  the  area  comparatability  factor  of  1.11  this  gives  a  corrected  rate  of  18.1. 
Death  Rate  =  10.9  deaths  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by 
the  area  comparatability  factor  of  1.12  this  gives  a  corrected  rate  of  12.2. 


Births  and  Infantile  Deaths 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Totals 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Live  Births 

107 

97 

204 

3 

2 

5 

110 

99 

209 

Still  Births 

Deaths  of  infants 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

under  1  week  . . 

2 

5 

7 

— 

— 

— 

2 

5 

7 

1 — 4  weeks 

4  wks. — 1  yr.  . . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 
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Population,  Number  of  Houses  and  Mains  Water  Supply 


Parish 

Estimated 

Population 

Number  of 
Dwellings 

Properties  c 
Mains  Wa 
(i)  Direct 

onnected  to 
ter  Supply 
(ii)  Standpipe 

Alvington 

433 

125 

104 

1 

Aylburton . . 

827 

257 

216f 

— 

Hewelsfield 

458 

138 

106 

— 

Lydney 

5,279 

1,706 

1,665 

— 

St.  Briavels 

1,139 

384 

310 

— 

Tidenham 

2,940 

954 

783 

— 

Woolaston 

811 

269 

216 

2 

Totals 

11,887* 

3,833 

3,400 

3 

*This  is  913  less  than  the  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  12,800 
in  order  to  allow  for  the  apprentices  at  the  Beachley  Army  Ap¬ 
prentices’  School.  The  figure  for  the  number  of  dwellings  and 
properties  connected  to  a  Mains  Water  Supply  were  supplied  by 
Mr.  D.  S.  Bennett,  A.R.V.A.,  the  Rating  Officer,  and  the  pop¬ 
ulation  is  the  Registrar  General’s  estimate  apportioned  according 
to  the  numbers  of  names  on  the  electoral  lists. 

|This  includes  78  dwellings  supplied  by  the  Aylburton  Village 
Supply 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 

Mr.  W.  M.  Richards  reports  as  follows: — 

Housing 

Housing  Acts  1936 — 57 

Individual  Unfit  Houses  considered  by  the  Council 

Demolition  Orders  made  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Closing  Orders  made  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Undertakings  accepted  not  to  use  house  for  human 
habitation  until  rendered  fit  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Undertakings  accepted  not  to  use  part  of  building  for 

human  habitation  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Unfit  Houses  made  fit  after  formal  notice  . .  . .  2 

Clearance  Areas 

The  houses  included  in  the  Post  Office  Row  and  Red  Lion  Court 
Clearance  Orders  still  remained  to  be  demolished. 

Rent  Act,  1957 

No  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  under  the  above 
Act  were  received. 
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Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960 


Sites  for 

Permanent 

Individual 

Residential 

Caravans 

Sites 

No.  of  applications  received  during  period 
September,  1960  to  December,  1960 

(Licences  not  issued  until  1961) 

10 

2 

No.  of  applications  received  during  1961 

18 

2 

28 

4 

No.  of  applications  granted  during  1961 

20 

1 

No.  of  applications  refused  during  1961 

3 

1 

No.  of  applications  in  respect  of  which  a 

decision  was  not  made  (during  1961)  . . 

5 

2 

28 

4 

Number  of  Parishes  (in  respect  of  which  licences  have  been  granted) 

Sites  for  Permanent 
Individual  Residential 
Caravans  Sites 


Alvington 

Aylburton 

Hewelsfield 

Lydney 

St.  Briavels 

Tidenham 

Woolaston 


1 

3 

3 

6 

2 

3  1 

2 
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Water  Samples 


Forty-five  samples  were  submitted,  from  various  sources,  to 
the  following  laboratories : 

Public  Health  Laboratory,  Newport  . .  . .  . .  36 

(26  for  bacteriological  examination  and  10  for  free 
chlorine). 

University  of  Bristol,  Canynge  Hall,  Bristol  . .  . .  9 

(6  for  bacteriological  examination  and  3  for  chemical 
analysis  of  the  raw  waters  of  the  three  sources  of 
mains  water). 


Sources  of  samples :  Raw  waters 

Piped  supplies 
Private  spring  supply 
Swimming  Baths 


9 

31 

1 

4 
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Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1960 

There  are  16  licence  holders  authorised  to  retail  a  Designated 
Milk  under  the  above  Regulations.  Of  this  number  3  are  licensed 
to  sell  Sterilised  and  Pasteurised  Milk,  9  to  sell  Pasteurised  Milk 
only  and  1  to  sell  Pasteurised  Milk  and  Raw  Tuberculin  Tested. 
All  these  licences  are  issued  by  the  Gloucestershire  County  Council. 

Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959 

In  addition  there  are  13  retailers  of  Raw  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 
who  are  licensed  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and 
Food  as  Producer  Retailers. 

Milk  Samples 

Fourteen  samples  were  taken  in  course  of  delivery  from  retailers 
who  hold  a  licence  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
and  Food  permitting  them  to  retail  raw  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk. 

Ten  of  these  samples  satisfied  the  keeping  quality  test  (Methylene- 
Blue  Reduction  Test)  and  4  were  unsatisfactory. 

Sedbury  Dairies  Ltd. 

Number  of  Producers,  43. 

Average  daily  throughput  of  milk:  2,080  gallons. 

Bottles :  (daily  average)  20,000. 

Moore’s  Swabs 

6  Moore’s  Swabs  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Newport,  Mon.,  for  examination.  Reports  on  these  were  dealt 
with  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Ice-Cream  (Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  Section  16) 

There  are  52  premises  registered.  Five  premises  were  registered 
during  the  year. 

Premises  Registered: 

For  Manufacture  (cold-mix  method  used)  . .  2 

For  Storage  and  Sale  (pre-packed)  . .  . .  50 

6  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination,  all 
of  which  were  placed  in  Grade  1 . 

Visits  were  made  but  no  action  was  found  necessary  in  respect 
of  the  handling  of  ice-cream  or  condition  of  premises. 

Meat  Inspection 

Slaughterhouses  and  Meat  Inspection 

Slaughtering  is  carried  out  between  the  hours  of  10  a.m.  and 
7  p.m.  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  in  each  week,  and  it  has  been 
possible  to  maintain  a  100  per  cent,  inspection  of  all  food  animals 
slaughtered. 
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During  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1961,  the  following 
animals  were  slaughtered  in  the  two  licensed  premises: — 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

124 

— 

1 

877 

46 

— 

Number  inspected  . . 

124 

— 

1 

877 

46 

— 

All  diseases  except 
tuberculosis  and  cysti- 
cerci :  Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

6 

, 

-  -  . 

25 

1 

— .  _ 

Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected  affected 
with  disease  other 
than  tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

4.8 

2.8 

2.2 

Tuberculosis  only: 
Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned 

— — 

_ 

_ 

_ 

r.-,  . 

T  _ 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

_____ 

--  — 

-  _ 

_ _ 

— - 

Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected  affected 
with  tuberculosis  . . 

— — 

.  . 

_ 

.  -- 

_ 

_ , 

Cysticercosis :  Carcases 
of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned 

1 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refriger¬ 
ation 

1 

, . .  .. 

_ 

_ 

.  r.  . 

-  — r 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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Amount  of  Meat  and  other  Foods  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption : — 


1  Bovine  Head  . .  . .  . .  31  lbs. 

3  Bovine  Livers  . .  . .  . .  28  ,, 

1  Bovine  Lung  . .  . .  . .  9  ,, 

25  Sheep  Livers  . .  . .  . .  34  ,, 

Pork  . .  . .  . .  . .  36  ,, 

Heart,  Melt,  Skirt,  Fat  . .  . .  37  ,, 

Blackcurrant  Jam  . .  . .  . .  1  ,, 

Beans . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6  tins 

Corned  Beef  . .  . .  . .  4  ,, 

Fruit  Salad  . .  . .  . .  . .  4  ,, 

Grape  Fruit  . .  . .  . .  . .  4  ,, 

Minced  Pork  .  .  . .  . .  2  ,, 

Ideal  Milk  . .  . .  . .  . .  26  ,, 

Oranges  . .  . .  . .  . .  8  ,, 

Peaches  . .  . .  . .  . .  25  ,, 

Pears  . .  . .  . .  . .  15  ,, 

Pineapple  . .  . .  . .  . .  13  ,, 

Peas  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  15  „ 

Raspberries  . .  . .  . .  . .  2  ,, 

Soup  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2  ,, 

Salmon  . .  . .  . .  . .  6  ,, 

Shrimps  . .  . .  . .  . .  16  ,, 

Tongue  . .  . .  .  .  . .  4  ,, 

Tomatoes  . .  . .  . .  . .  40  ,, 


4  Imported  Cooked  Shoulders  aver. 

2  Imported  Mild  Cured  Shoulders 

5  Imported  Corned  Beef 

3  Imported  Luncheon  Meat 
1  Imported  Jellied  Veal 


9}  lbs. 

1 1  lbs.  14  ozs.  each 
6  „ 

2  „ 

6  „ 


Cod  Fillet  . . 
Cured  Fillet  . . 
Haddock 
Megrim 


\  stone 
21  lbs. 

9  „ 

7  „ 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1958 

The  Council  in  pursuance  of  the  powers  conferred  on  them  by 
Section  3  of  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1958,  issued  the  following 
licences  during  the  year: — 

To  slaughter  and  stun  cattle,  calves,  sheep  and  pigs 

To  slaughter  and  stun  pigs  only 
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7 

12 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 


Report  for  year  ended  31st  December,  1961 


Type  of  Property 

Local 

Authority 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Business 

Premises 

Agricl. 

Premises 

Number  of  Properties  inspected 
by  Local  Authority  as  a  result 
of: — 

(a)  Notification 

1 

39 

17 

2 

(b)  Survey  under  Prevention 
of  Damage  by  Pests  Act, 
1949  . 

15 

4 

2 

(c)  Otherwise  (e.g.  when  vis¬ 
ited  for  other  purposes)  .  . 

2 

160 

29 

— 

Total  inspections  including  re¬ 
inspections 

25 

350 

148 

4 

Number  of  properties  inspected 
which  were  found  to  be  infested 
by : — 

(a)  Rats :  Major 

Minor 

1 

37 

21 

4 

(b)  Mice:  Major 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

Minor 

— 

2 

2 

— 

Number  of  infested  properties 
treated  by  Local  Authority  . . 

1 

39 

20 

4 

Number  of  Block  Control 
schemes  carried  out  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

During  the  year  all  Council  properties  including  the  sewer  systems, 
disposal  units,  refuse  tips  and  stores  were  kept  under  regular  ob¬ 
servation  and  where  necessary  were  treated  with  warfarin  baits 
and  Cymag  gas. 

In  addition  39  dwelling  houses  and  21  business  and  other  premises 
as  well  as  four  farms  were  treated  against  rodents  as  a  result  of 
notifications  received  or  of  inspections. 

The  Eastmarsh  tip  continued  to  harbour  some  rats  but  these 
were  in  much  reduced  numbers  compared  with  the  previous  year, 
due  to  regular  treatment  and  the  localisation  of  tipping. 

The  sewer  systems  of  Lydney  and  Sedbury  were  test  baited 
twice  during  the  year,  in  May  and  November/December,  and 
while  clear  on  the  first  occasion  showed  two  small  points  of  very 
light  infestation  during  the  second.  These  points  were  subsequently 
cleared  up. 

During  the  year  no  case  of  heavy  rodent  infestation  was  brought 
to  the  notice  of  the  Council’s  rodent  contractors. 
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Lydney  Shipping 


Amount  of  Shipping  entering  the  Port  during  the  Year  1961 : — 


Coastwise 

Number 

(Motors) 

(Sailing) 

Tonnage 

Number 
reported 
to  be 
defective 

Number  of  Vessels 
on  which 
defects  were 
remedied 

— 

277 

17,682 

— 

— 

Traffic  Summary,  1961 


Vessels 

Vessels 

Timber 

Coal 

Other 

Year 

Inwards 

Outwards 

Imported 

Exported 

Cargoes 

1960 

272 

270 

21,840  tons 

2,359  tons 

Nil 

1961 

277 

269 

26,718  tons 

— 

Nil 

Increase 

5 

_ 

6,718  tons 

_ 

— 

Decrease 

— 

1 

— 

2,359  tons 

— 

Factories  Acts,  1937  to  1959 
Part  1 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

pros¬ 

ecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  Local  Authorities 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Sec. 

7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out¬ 
workers’  premises)  . . 

2 

2 

- 

_ 

46 

29 

. 

_ __ 

7 

9 

Total  . 

55 

40 

— 

— 
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2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found  (Defects  discovered 
at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions  are 
reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  “cases”) 


in 

Number  of  cases 
which  defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosec’tns 
were 

instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

Referred 
By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 
(S.l) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  tem¬ 
perature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 
(S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveni¬ 
ences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient  . . 

1 

1 

-  ■ 

1 

_ 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separat  e 
for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  in¬ 
cluding  offences  re¬ 
lating  to  Out- work) 

Total 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

During  the  year:  Added  3,  Deleted  1,  Change  0. 

Outworkers  Number 

Whitecroft  Pin  Manufacturing  Co.  Ltd.,  Lydney,  Glos.  8 
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Petroleum  (Consolidation)  Act,  1928 


Forty-six  licences  were  issued  by 
of  Petroleum  Spirit: — 

the  Council 

for  the 

storage 

Number  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  1960 

44 

Number  added  during  the  year 

•  •  •  • 

#  # 

2 

Number  of  transfers 

#  # 

1 

Summary:  Filling  Stations  . . 

16 

Farms 

7 

Factories 

10 

Quarries 

4 

Business  Premises 

9 

Total 

46 

Underground  tanks  and  pipelines  at  two  new  premises  and  tanks 
at  two  existing  premises,  were  tested  in  accordance  with  the  re¬ 
quirements  of  the  above  Act. 


Petroleum  (Carbide  of  Calcium)  Order,  1929 

One  premise  was  licensed  for  the  keeping  of  carbide  of  calcium. 

Game  Act,  1831 

Three  licences  under  the  above  Act  were  issued. 

Public  Health  Acts 

Complaints:  Of  the  fifty-nine  received,  twenty  four  were  for 
defective  drainage  systems.  Fifty-six  were  abated 
after  personal  approach  and  the  service  of  pre¬ 
liminary  notices;  three  remain  unabated. 


Food  Premises 

Number  inspected  of  the  following 

Inspections 

(a)  Slaughterhouses 

109 

(b)  Butchers’  Shops 

42 

(c)  Grocers’  Shops 

31 

(d)  Catering  Establishments 

18 

(e)  Other  Food  Premises  including  Mobile  Shops  16 

Land  Charges  Act,  1925,  as  amended  by  the  Law  of  Property 

(Amendment)  Act,  1926 

223  Land  Searches  were  passed  through  the  Public  Health  De¬ 
partment  for  observation,  a  number  of  which  required  identification 
and  inspection. 

Licensed  Premises 

There  are  32  licensed  premises  in  the  area,  30  of  which  have 
hot  and  cold  water  washing  facilities  in  the  bar. 

Improvements  to  sanitary  accommodation  were  carried  out 
at  two  premises. 
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Clean  Air  Act,  1956 

The  emission  of  black  smoke  from  a  factory  chimney  was  abated. 
The  Company  who  were  previously  burning  inferior  coal,  which 
it  was  felt  caused  the  black  smoke,  are  now  burning  better  coal. 

Burning  of  Waste  Materials — Lydney  Industrial  Estate 

During  one  period  the  smoke  from  waste  containing  rubber 
which  was  disposed  of  by  burning  on  the  Estate’s  rubbish  dump, 
did  create  a  certain  amount  of  nuisance  and  during  my  investigations 
it  was  difficult  to  ascertain  whether  the  waste  material  burnt  came 
from  one  or  more  factories. 

As  a  result  a  survey  was  carried  out  of  the  methods  used  by 
various  Companies  for  disposing  of  such  waste  from  which  it 
was  found  that  waste  from  three  factories  containing  a  percentage 
of  rubber,  was  disposed  of  by  burning  on  the  rubbish  dump.  Rubber 
dust  and  foam  cushion  waste  from  two  factories  was  collected 
and  sold.  Woodwaste  and  sawdust  at  one  factory  was  pressed 
into  blocks  and  used  to  fire  furnaces  and  waste  containing  card¬ 
board,  paper  and  floor  sweepings  from  other  factories  was  either 
burnt  on  the  factory  site  or  in  an  incinerator. 

From  observations  taken  since  that  period  the  amount  of  waste 
material  burnt  has  been  reduced.  The  firm  concerned  with  the 
major  portion  of  waste  rubber  have  installed  an  incinerator. 


ENGINEER  AND  SURVEYOR’S  REPORT 

Mr.  H.  I.  Spratt,  M.I.Mun.  Eng.,  A.M.P.T.I.,  M.R.S.H.,  reports 
as  follows: — 

The  water  pumped  to  the  District  is  derived  from  five  sources: 

(1)  Ferneyley  Springs. 

(2)  Boreholes  at  Rodmore. 

(3)  Tufts  Level. 

(4)  Newport  and  South  Monmouthshire  Water  Board  for  the 
parish  of  Tidenham. 

(5)  Bulk  supply  from  West  Dean  Rural  District  Council  for 
Neds  Top,  Lydney. 

The  Ferneyley  Springs  are  the  main  source  and  supply  the 
parishes  of  Aylburton,  Alvington,  Woolaston  and  Lydney  from 
the  reservoirs  at  Heavens  Gate  and  Chapel  Hill.  The  pumps  at 
Rodmore  lift  the  water  from  the  boreholes  and  it  is  then  boosted 
to  the  reservoir  at  Harthill  to  supply  the  parishes  of  Hewelsfield, 
St.  Briavels  and  parts  of  Woolaston  and  Tidenham  Chase. 

The  supplies  from  Ferneyley  Springs  and  Rodmore  are  so  de¬ 
signed  that  the  yield  from  one  source  can  be  utilised  to  supple¬ 
ment  the  other. 
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The  water  from  Tufts  Level  is  now  used  for  industrial  purposes 
only. 

The  estimated  yields  and  consumption  in  gallons  were  as  follows: 


Ferneyley  Tufts 

Springs  Rodmore  Level 

Yield .  147,930,000  20,829,000  114,000,000 

Amount  utilised  . .  87,850,000  20,829,000  30,063,000 


Surplus  . .  . .  60,080,000  —  —  —  83,937,000 


No  records  are  available  of  the  quantity  of  water  supplied  to 
the  Army  Apprentices’  School  at  Beachley  or  to  other  properties 
within  the  parish  of  Tidenham  which  are  in  the  statutory  area 
of  the  Newport  and  South  Monmouthshire  Water  Board. 

A  small  village  supply  is  still  used  to  supply  water  to  houses 
in  Aylburton  village. 

Waste  detection  meters  installed  in  the  new  schemes  have  en¬ 
abled  the  waste  detection  programme  to  continue  throughout  the 
year,  and  the  time  spent  has  been  more  than  compensated  by  the 
saving  in  water. 

The  maintenance  work  on  the  contracts  for  the  High  Woolaston/ 
Clapp-y-ates  scheme  and  also  the  scheme  to  supply  Tidenham 
Chase,  Parkhill  and  The  Slad  at  Woolaston  have  been  completed, 
and  all  the  properties  are  now  enjoying  a  piped  supply  of  water. 
The  scheme  to  supply  the  remainder  of  the  parishes  of  Hewelsfield 
and  St.  Briavels  has  been  completed  and  157  connections  have 
been  made.  Although  this  is  a  most  difficult  area  to  supply  with 
water  I  am  pleased  to  state  that  almost  every  house  has  been  covered 
by  this  scheme. 

Negotiations  were  completed  with  the  Newport  and  South 
Monmouthshire  Water  Board  for  the  Council  to  extend  their 
mains  into  their  statutory  area  of  supply  in  the  Tidenham  parish 
including  Boughspring,  Stroat  and  Rosemary  Lane.  The  successful 
Contractor  for  the  work  was  Edward  Thompson  Ltd.  of  Derby 
and  the  tender  amounted  to  £22,776  6s.  5d.  At  the  end  of  the 
year  work  had  commenced  on  this  scheme  and  approximately 
1,500  yds.  of  main  had  been  laid. 

Development  continued  to  take  place  at  Allastone,  and  anxiety 
was  beginning  to  be  felt  regarding  the  supply  of  water  which  at 
the  present  moment  is  by  means  of  a  booster  pump  situated  at 
Lydney.  To  keep  pace  with  this  development  it  was  possible  to 
re-arrange  part  of  the  supply  and  transfer  connections  that  were 
originally  on  the  boosted  supply  to  the  low  level  supply;  this  has 
enabled  the  Council  to  maintain  a  reasonable  pressure  at  the 
top  of  Allastone.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  an  outline  scheme 
for  a  new  6"  main  had  been  prepared  and  submitted  to  the  Ministry 
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of  Housing  and  Local  Government  for  their  approval,  the  estimated 
cost  of  this  work  being  £19,652. 

An  Analyst’s  report  on  the  water  supply  from  Tufts  Level  showed 
that  this  water  was  not  entirely  satisfactory,  and  a  chlorination 
plant  has  been  installed  at  New  Mills,  Lydney.  All  the  water 
supply  for  industrial  purposes  is  chlorinated  and  samples  taken 
since  the  installation  of  this  plant  show  that  the  supply  is  now 
entirely  satisfactory. 

I  should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Water 
Supplies  Committee  for  their  understanding  and  co-operation 
throughout  the  year,  my  staff  for  their  ready  assistance  and  also 
the  Water  Supplies  Officer  of  the  Gloucestershire  Agricultural 
Executive  Committee  who  has  been  most  helpful  in  assisting  to¬ 
wards  supplies  to  farms  and  agricultural  properties. 

The  Woodcroft  and  Tutshill  areas  which  are  situated  within  the 
statutory  area  of  the  Newport  and  South  Monmouthshire  Water 
Board  still  cause  anxiety  regarding  the  supply  of  water.  Steps 
are  being  taken  to  seek  authority  to  supply  the  Board  with  water 
in  bulk  to  their  reservoir  at  Ban-y-gor.  If  these  negotiations  are 
successful  I  feel  that  it  is  only  a  temporary  expedient  to  meet  the 
situation  and  more  positive  steps  must  be  taken  to  afford  an  ade¬ 
quate  supply  to  this  rapidly  developing  area. 

HOUSING  PROGRESS 


Mr.  H.  I.  Spratt,  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  reports  as  follows: — 
No  new  Council  houses  were  completed  during  the  year  and 
the  number  remained  as  at  the  end  of  1960. 


Pre-War 
and  up  to 
1946 

Post-War 

Total 

Alvington 

14 

17 

31 

Aylburton 

8 

36 

44 

Hewelsfield 

6 

4 

10 

Lydney  . . 

235 

296 

531 

St.  Briavels 

8 

20 

28 

Tidenham 

50 

144 

194 

Woolaston 

12 

39 

51 

Total 

333 

556 

889 

In  addition  to  the  above  the  Council  own  twelve  cottages  at 
Lydney,  one  at  Aylburton  and  six  at  Tutshill. 


Private  Houses  completed  during  the  year 

Lydney  36,  Tidenham  17,  St.  Briavels  2,  Woolaston  3,  Aylburton 
4,  Hewelsfield  1,  total  63,  bringing  the  number  built  since  the 
war  to  402. 
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MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH’S  SUMMARY 


Water  Supply 


Ferneyley  Supply 

A  full  chemical  analysis  and  bacteriological  examination  of 
the  raw  water  were  satisfactory.  One  sample  was  taken  from  a 
tap  on  this  supply  and  this  was  bacteriologically  satisfactory. 

High  Level  Supply — Aylesmore  (Rodmore)  Boreholes 

A  full  chemical  analysis  and  bacteriological  examination  of  the 
raw  water  were  satisfactory.  Two  samples  were  taken  from  taps 
on  this  supply  for  bacteriological  examination;  these  were  satis¬ 
factory.  One  for  free  chlorine  did  not  show  any  present. 

Good  progress  was  made  with  the  extension  of  mains  at  St. 
Briavels  and  Hewelsfield. 

Tufts  Level  Supply 

Five  samples  taken  from  taps  at  the  Industrial  Estate,  the  Railway 
Station  and  from  one  of  the  houses  supplied  from  this  source 
showed  contamination.  A  chlorination  plant  was  installed  and  a 
subsequent  sample  was  satisfactory.  A  chemical  analysis  of  the 
raw  water  was  satisfactory. 

Newport  and  South  Monmouthshire  Water  Board  supplies  much 
of  Tidenham  Parish.  Two  samples  showed  some  contamination, 
but  the  nine  further  samples  taken  were  bacteriologically  satis¬ 
factory.  Of  four  samples  examined  for  free  chlorine  one  only 
showed  any  present. 

Aylburton  Village  Supply 

Three  samples  showed  slight  contamination. 

Underwood  Supply,  Rosemary  Lane,  Stroat 

One  sample  showed  slight  contamination. 

Half  Acre  Cafe 

This  was  connected  to  the  Council’s  mains  during  the  year 
and  a  sample  was  satisfactory;  no  free  chlorine  was  present.  My 
serious  concern  at  the  use  of  the  dangerous  well  thus  came  to 
an  end. 

Bathurst  Swimming  Pool 

Two  samples  for  bacteriological  examination  were  satisfactory; 
two  samples  showed  suitable  small  amounts  of  free  chlorine  present. 
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Sewerage 

Progress  was  made  with  the  Alvington  and  Netherend  Scheme. 
Negotiations  continued  in  connection  with  the  St.  Briavels 
Village  Scheme. 

Parts  of  Tidenham  Parish  discharge  into  the  River  Wye,  but 
the  difficulties  in  this  Parish  continue  to  increase  and  a  scheme 
is  urgently  required. 

Lydney  and  Aylburton  are  sewered. 

Analyses  of  Main  Water  Supplies  (Raw  waters) 


Aylesmore 

Borehole 

Ferneyley 

Springs 

Tufts 

Level 

Chemical  (parts  per  million) 

(samples  taken  on  13.11.61) 

Total  Dissolved  Solids 

296 

201 

316 

Loss  on  ignition 

23 

23 

34 

Mineral  Matter 

273 

178 

282 

Total  hardness 

260 

166 

288 

(a)  Permanent 

46 

45 

75 

(b)  Temporary 

214 

121 

213 

Chlorine  (as  Chloride) 

9 

13 

12 

Free  Ammonia 

0 

0 

0 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0 

0.03 

0 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

1.58 

2.41 

1.78 

Nitrite  Nitrogen 

0 

0 

0 

Lead  . . 

0 

0 

0 

Copper 

0 

0 

0 

Zinc  . . 

0 

0 

0 

Iron  . . 

0 

0 

0 

Reaction  pH  . . 

7.5 

7.9 

7.3 

Bacteriological 
(samples  taken  on  28.11.61) 

Plate  Count,  on  Yeastral  agar 
after  1  day  at  37°  C 

1 

1 

1 

after  3  days  at  22°  C 

540 

13 

15 

Coliform  bacilli  (probable  numbers 
per  100  mis.)  . 

0 

0 

0 

Bact.  coli  (type  I) . 

0 

0 

0 
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NEWENT  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

Public  Health  Committee 

Chairman:  R.  S.  Chew 
Vice-Chairman:  Mrs.  B.  V.  W.  Rowden 

Members  (From  May,  1961):  Councillors  J.  M.  Brooks,  F.  Dunn, 
J.  T.  Harrison,  A.  E.  Hicks,  G.  H.  Hyett,  F.  G.  Knight, 
R.  P.  Ovington,  W.  E.  Parry,  W.  P.  P.  Price,  J.  M.  Smith, 
F.  A.  Windsor  Clive  and  W.  E.  Wright. 

Public  Health  Staff 

Medical  Officer  of  Health :  A.  T.  Hunt,  M.B.,  B.S.  (Lond.), 

D.P.H.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Surveyor  and  Public  Health 

Inspector:  H.  S.  Jenkinson,  A.I.A.S.,  M.R.S.H., 

M.A.P.H.I. 

Additional  Public  Health 

Inspector  and  Pests  Officer:  T.  A.  Chetwood. 

Rodent  Operator  (part-time):  J.  Freeman. 

Statistics 

Population  =  8,670  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate  at  mid  1961). 

Area =40,845  acres. 

Number  of  inhabitated  dwellings =2,835. 

Rateable  Value  on  the  1st  April,  1961,  was  £63,431. 

Product  of  a  Id.  Rate  on  the  31st  March,  1961,  was  £245  8s.  3d. 

Number  of  Live  Births  =  1 52.  Number  of  Deaths  =  1 02. 

Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths  =  50. 

Birth  Rate  =  17.5  live  births  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied 
by  the  area  comparatability  factor  of  1.15  this  gives  a  corrected  rate  of  20.2. 

Death  Rate=11.8  deaths  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by 
the  area  comparatability  factor  of  0.92  this  gives  a  corrected  rate  of  10.8. 


Births  and  Infantile  Deaths 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Totals 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Live  Births 

84 

62 

146 

4 

2 

6 

88 

64 

152 

Still  Births 

Deaths  of  infants 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

under  1  week . . 

2 

— 

2 

— 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

1 — 4  weeks 

4  wks — 1  year  . . 
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Population,  Number  of  Houses  and  Mains  Water  Supply 


Parish 

Estimated 

Population 

Number  of 
Dwellings 

Properties  c 
Mains  Wa 
(i)  Direct 

onnected  to 
iter  Supply 
(ii)  Standpipe 

Bromsberrow 

222 

72 

51 

_ 

Corse 

485 

156 

94 

— 

Dymock 

1,188 

398 

292 

7 

Hartpury 

714 

232 

184 

— 

Kempley 

247 

81 

81 

— 

Newent 

3,115 

1,012 

969 

14 

Oxenhall 

242 

72 

46 

— 

Pauntley 

161 

54 

27 

1 

Redmarley  . . 

728 

251 

176 

— 

Rudford 

264 

80 

58 

— 

Staunton 

362 

121 

121 

— 

Taynton 

448 

141 

64 

— 

Tibberton 

276 

94 

83 

— 

Upleadon 

218 

71 

71 

— 

Totals 

8,670 

2,835 

2,317 

22 

The  Gloucester  Corporation  Water  Undertaking  supplies  all 
the  properties  on  the  mains  except  the  following: — 

Malvern  U.D.C.  supplies  all  the  51  properties  supplied  at  Broms- 
berrow,  52  properties  at  Dymock  and  18  at  Redmarley.  Also  a 
bulk  supply  of  24,564,000  gallons  was  taken  from  the  Gloucester 
Corporation  Supply  to  serve  595  properties  in  Newent  town. 

SURVEYOR  AND  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 

Mr.  H.  S.  Jenkinson  reports  as  follows: — 

Public  Health  Section 

Housing 

Unfit  houses  closed 

(i)  Under  Section  16(4),  17(1)  and  35(1)  Housing 

1957 

x  y  %y  /  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  •• 

(ii)  Under  Section  17(3)  and  26  Housing  Act,  1957 

(iii)  Parts  of  building  closed 
Unfit  houses  licensed  for  temporary  occupation 
Unfit  houses  made  fit  under  Section  24  Housing 

1957 

x  y  %y  /  ••  •  •  ••  ••  ••  •• 

Unfit  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  or  made 
fit  by  informal  action  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  53 

Housing  Act,  1957 

Overcrowding : 

Two  cases  of  overcrowding  were  remedied  by  re-housing  in 
Council  houses. 


Act, 

7 

3 

Act, 


46 


Rent  Act,  1957 

Applications  for  certificates  of  disrepair : 

Number  of  applications  for  certificates  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

Number  of  decisions  to  issue  certificates . .  ..  ..  Nil 

(a)  in  respect  of  some  but  not  all  defects  . .  . .  Nil 

(b)  in  respect  of  all  defects  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

Factories  Acts,  1937  to  1959 
Part  1 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspect’ns 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosec’ted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  Local  Authorities 

6 

12 

_ 

_ 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local  Author¬ 
ity  . . 

20 

30 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Sec. 

7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out¬ 
workers’  premises) 

8 

14 

Total  . 

34 

56 

— 

— 
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2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found  (Defects  discovered 
at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions  are  reckoned 
as  two,  three  or  more  “cases”) 


Number  of  cases 
in  which  defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosec’tns 
were 

instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

Referred 
By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 
(S.l) 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  tem¬ 
perature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventila¬ 
tion  (S.4)  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveni¬ 
ences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

. 

. 

. 

. 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  in¬ 
cluding  offences  re¬ 
lating  to  Out-work) 

Total 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Caravan  Licences 

There  are  no  large  caravan  sites  in  the  area.  Twenty-one  licences 
mainly  for  single  caravans  were  either  granted  or  renewed. 


Water  Supplies 

Well  Supplies 

The  waters  from  four  wells  were  examined  bacteriologically 
and  found  to  be  unsatisfactory. 
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Meat 


Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924 — 1952 
Slaughterhouses 

There  are  three  slaughterhouses  in  the  District:  at  Newent. 
Dymock  and  Tibberton — the  one  at  Dymock  is  used  only  oc¬ 
casionally.  All  slaughterhouses  comply  with  the  Slaughterhouses 
(Hygiene)  Regulations  and  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention 
of  Cruelty)  Regulations. 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1958 
Twelve  slaughtermen  are  licensed  in  the  District. 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

182 

— 

6 

1,265 

289 

— 

Number  inspected. . 

182 

— 

6 

1,265 

289 

— 

All  diseases  except 
tuberculosis  and 

cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned 

1 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  . . 

19 

. 

- 

8 

5 

. 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis  and  cysticerci 

10.4 

— 

16.7 

0.6 

1.7 

— 

Tuberculosis :  No  carcases  or  parts  of  carcases  were  condemned. 
Cysticercosis :  No  carcase  or  part  was  condemned  or  treated. 
Total  weight  of  meat  or  organs  condemned:  375  lbs. 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 


This  Department  is  notified  when  shops  or  individuals  suspect 
that  items  of  food  are  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

The  following  were  condemned  during  the  year : — 


Chickens  (frozen)  . .  . .  . .  . .  6  x  3  lbs. 

Beef  sausage  (frozen)  . .  . .  . .  . .  6  x  1  lb. 

Chilled  cut  steak  . .  . .  . .  . .  54  lbs. 

Kidney  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4  lbs. 

Danish  middle  cut  rashers  . .  . .  . .  12  x  8  oz. 


Total  weight  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  85  lbs. 


Ice-Cream 

There  are  no  ice-cream  manufacturers  in  the  District.  Twenty- 
three  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream,  which  is 
entirely  pre-packed. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 


Type  of  Business 

Total 

No. 

No.  of 
Inspec¬ 
tions 

Remarks 

Cafes  and  Canteens 

15 

56 

This  includes  school  canteens. 

Grocery  and  Provision 

Shops 

34 

68 

This  includes  sweet  shops 
and  chemists. 

Ice-cream  vendors 

23 

32 

Registered  under  S.16  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

Butcher  shops 

7 

68 

(This  includes  two  Mobile 
Traders  from  outside  the 
District)  3  registered  under 
S.16  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1955  (sausage  making  etc.). 

Fishmongers 

2 

10 

(This  includes  1  Mobile  van). 
There  is  one  fried  fish 
premise  in  the  District. 

Bakehouses 

2 

2 

Licensed  premises 

19 

34 

All  in  good  hygienic  con¬ 
dition. 

Dairies 

3 

9 

Registered  under  Milk  and 
Dairies  Regulations,  1959. 

Wholesale  Premises  (food 

manufacture) 

2 

6 

Egg  Packing  and  Poultry 
Dressing  Stations. 

50 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

Report  by  the  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Peste 
Officer. 


During  the  year  the  following  work  was  carried  out: — 


Type  of  Property 

Inspections 

Treatments 

Local  Authority 

8 

8 

Dwelling  houses  (inc.  Council  Houses) 

493 

12 

All  other  (inc.  Business  premises) 

..  105 

1 

Total  . .  . .  . .  . .  . . 

606 

21 

Agriculture 

58 

6 

Details  of  work  carried  out  on  Sewers  and  Refuse  Tips 


Sewers  and  Works 

Action  Taken 

Result 

Cleeve  Lane  Sewage  Works  . . 

Treatment 

Minor  infestation 
cleared 

Cadbury’s  Sewage  Works 

.  , 

Test  baited 

Clear 

Newent  Town  Sewers 

Test  baited 

Clear 

Dymock  Sewerage  System  . . 

•  • 

Test  baited 

Clear 

Refuse  Tips 

Action  Taken 

Result 

Malswick  Tip  . . 

Treatment 

Clear 

Newent  R.D.C.  Yard  (Salvage  Depot) 

Treatment 

Clear 

Kempley 

Treatment 

Clear 

When  this  Council  carries  out  treatment  at  private  dwellings 
or  business  premises  at  the  request  of  the  owner/occupier,  charges 
are  made  to  cover  the  full  cost  of  treatment,  except  in  the  case 
of  old  age  pensioners. 

The  Council  have  no  arrangements  to  carry  out  disinfestation 
by  contract. 

The  Council’s  Rodent  Operator  is  a  full-time  employee  and 
undertakes  part-time  duty  in  Rodent  Control  when  necessary. 
The  methods  employed  are  those  recommended  by  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 
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Surveyor’s  Section 


Improvement  Grants 

Discretionary  Grants  for  conversion  or  improvement  of  Housing 
Accommodation. 

Applications  approved: 

Conversions  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Improvements  . .  . .  . .  . .  11 

Standard  Grants  for  improvements  of  dwellings : 

Applications  approved  . .  . .  . .  37 

Grants  paid  after  completion  of  work  . .  25 

Number  of  amenities  provided:  Baths  24,  Wash  basins  25, 
Hot  water  system  25,  Water  closets  22  and  Food  stores  14. 

Refuse  Collection 

The  period  of  collection  is  weekly  in  Newent  Town  and  once 
every  four  weeks  in  the  remainder  of  the  District.  A  circular  was 
sent  to  all  ratepayers  in  the  District  asking  if  they  wished  the  four 
weekly  period  to  be  altered  to  fortnightly.  The  returns  gave  a 
majority  against  this  improvement  and  collections  remain  un¬ 
changed.  Disposal  is  by  controlled  tipping. 


Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

Newent 

The  site  for  the  new  disposal  works  at  Cleeve  Lane  has  now 
been  acquired.  It  was  found  necessary  to  revise  the  size  of  the 
proposed  new  works  having  regard  to  new  building  proposals. 

Corse  and  Staunton 

Thirty-six  properties  including  20  Council  houses  are  connected 
to  these  works  which  are  designed  for  32  houses.  Consideration 
to  enlarge  has  been  deferred  pending  possible  appeals  against 
refusal  for  Planning  permission  in  respect  of  building  sites  in 
this  drainage  area. 

Hartpury  and  Dymock 

The  position  is  unchanged  with  the  above  works. 

Public  Conveniences 

There  are  two  public  conveniences  in  Newent  and  one  at  Dymock. 

Petroleum  Storage 

Forty  premises  were  licensed  for  bulk  storage  of  petrol. 
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HOUSING  PROGRESS 

Mr.  H.  S.  Jenkinson  reports  as  follows  on  the  number  of  houses 
completed : — 

Council  Houses 


Parish 

1961 

Pre-war 

Post-war 

including 

1961 

Total 

Bromsberrow 

— 

6 

4 

10 

Corse 

8 

6 

20ft 

26 

Dymock 

— 

16 

21* 

43 

Hartpury  . . 

— 

10 

6 

16 

Kempley 

— 

4 

12 

16 

Newent 

4 

54 

1 2 1  f 

175 

Oxenhall 

— 

— 

6 

6 

Pauntley 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Redmarley  . . 

— 

8 

16 

24 

Rudford 

— 

— 

4 

4 

Staunton 

— 

6 

6 

12 

Taynton 

— 

8 

— 

8 

Tibberton  . . 

— 

2 

4 

6 

Upleadon  . . 

2 

6 

6ff 

12 

Total 

14 

126 

232 

358 

*  Includes  four  flats  at  the  High  House,  Dymock. 
t  Includes  fourteen  2-bedroomed  houses, 
ft  Includes  two  2-bedroomed  houses. 

Council  House  Building 

At  Corse  eight  houses,  six  3-bedroom  and  two  2-bedroom  and 
at  Upleadon  two  2-bedroom  were  built.  Work  commenced  on 
site  works,  e.g.  roads,  sewers  and  water  main  at  the  West  View 
Housing  Site,  Newent.  This  site  is  planned  for  32  dwellings  and 
garages  and  a  start  is  expected  on  the  first  phase  building  scheme 
of  eleven  dwellings  in  1962. 


53 


Improvements  to  Council  Houses 

The  Council  are  pursuing  a  vigorous  policy  in  respect  of  in¬ 
stalling  basic  amenities  in  those  pre-war  houses  which  are  deficient. 
The  main  target  is  to  replace  pail  closets  with  water  closets  in  all 
pre-war  Council  houses.  At  the  same  time  hot  water  systems  and 
wash  basins  are  installed. 

During  the  year  the  following  houses  were  modernised: — 

1  and  2,  Dowles  Cottages,  Dymock. 

1 — 4,  Batchfield,  Dymock. 

1 — 6,  Moat  Lane,  Staunton. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  tenders  had  been  approved  in  respect 

of  improvements  at  1 — 6,  Playley  Green,  Redmarley,  which  in¬ 
cluded  a  pumping  scheme  for  sewage  disposal. 

A  start  was  made  on  technical  work  in  respect  of  a  further  ten 
houses. 

Apart  from  the  above,  only  10  houses,  i.e.  sites  of  6,  2  and  2 
remain  to  be  dealt  with  in  connection  with  conversion  of  pail 
closets  into  water  closets. 

Private  Houses 

Fifty  private  houses  were  erected  during  the  year,  making  a 
total  of  298  during  the  post-war  period. 
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WEST  DEAN  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

Public  Health  Committee 

Chairman:  W.  G.  Morgan 

Members  (From  May,  1961):  Councillors  H.  Brookes,  Miss  J.  E. 

Davies,  M.  E.  S.  Dickenson,  P.  M.  George,  S.  W.  Hatton, 
G.  T.  D.  Jenkins,  R.  S.  Jones,  A.  W.  Price  and  J.  Rooke 
Johnston. 


Public  Health  Staff 


Medical  Officer  of  Health : 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector: 

Additional  Public  Health 
Inspector: 

Rodent  Operator  and  Assistant 
to  the  Public  Health  Inspector : 


A.  T.  Hunt,  M.B.,  B.S.  (Lond.), 

D. P.H.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

W.  T.  Bebb,  M.A.P.H.L 
C.  W.  Beddis,  M.A.P.H.L 

E.  T.  Nelmes 


Statistics 

Population  =  17,580  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate  at  mid  1961). 

Area =24, 155  acres. 

Number  of  inhabitated  dwellings  =  5,593. 

Rateable  Value  on  the  1st  April,  1961,  was  £145,372. 

Product  of  a  Id.  Rate  on  the  31st  March,  1961,  was  £552  14s.  5d. 

Number  of  Live  Births  =  296.  Number  of  Deaths  =  219. 

Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths  =  77. 

Birth  Rate=16.8  live  births  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied 
by  the  area  comparatability  factor  of  1.05  this  gives  a  corrected  rate  of  17.7. 

Death  Rate=12.5  deaths  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by 
the  area  comparatability  factor  of  1.04  this  gives  a  corrected  rate  of  13.0. 


Births  and  Infantile  Deaths 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Totals 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

Total  ; 

Live  Births 

149 

133 

282 

9 

5 

14 

158 

138 

296 

Still  Births 

Deaths  of  infants 

3 

2 

5 

— 

— 

— 

3 

2 

5 

under  1  week 

1 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

3 

1 — 4  wks. 

4  wks — 1  yr.  . . 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 
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Population,  Number  of  Houses  and  Mains  Water  Supply 


Parish 

Estimated 

Population 

Number  of 
Dwellings 

Properties  connected  to 
Mains  Water  Supply 
(i)  Direct  (ii)  Standpipe 

West  Dean  R.D. 

Coleford 

3,454 

1,062 

1,008 

19 

English  Bicknor 

423 

143 

125 

3 

Lydbrook  Parish 

2,491 

782 

717 

32 

Newland  Parish 

990 

332 

286 

5 

Staunton 

195 

67 

64 

2 

West  Dean  Parish 

Berry  Hill 

1,595 

478 

404 

6 

Bream 

2,297 

768 

685 

2 

Broadwell 

1,511 

473 

452 

8 

Ellwood 

533 

169 

137 

1 

Milkwall 

771 

252 

223 

6 

Parkend 

640 

205 

180 

3 

Pillowell 

491 

160 

137 

6 

Viney  Hill  . . 

405 

127 

102 

3 

Whitecroft  . . 

579 

195 

178 

6 

Yorkley 

1,205 

380 

360 

8 

Total  W.D.  Parish  . . 

10,027 

3,207 

2,858 

49 

Total  West  Dean 

Rural  District 

17,580 

5,593 

5,058 

110 

Mr.  E.  Nelmes  supplied  me  with  the  number  of  dwellings  and 
the  properties  connected  to  the  mains  for  the  above  table;  I  have 
apportioned  the  population  of  the  Rural  District  as  estimated 
by  the  Registrar  General  according  to  the  numbers  of  names 
on  the  electoral  lists. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 

Mr.  W.  T.  Bebb  reports  as  follows: — 

Housing 

(a)  Action  under  Sections  16/17  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957. 

(i)  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  demolition 

orders  were  made  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  11 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  undertakings 
were  accepted  that 

(a)  the  houses  would  cease  to  be  used  for  human 

habitation  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  •  Nil 

(b)  the  houses  would  be  made  fit  to  the  satisfaction 

of  the  Local  Authority  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

(iii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  closing 

orders  were  made  in  lieu  of  demolition  orders  . .  15 
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(iv)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  under¬ 
takings  were  cancelled  after  necessary  work  had  been 
completed  and  houses  rendered  fit  . .  . .  2 

(b)  Action  under  Section  24  of  the  Housing  Act  1957 

Number  of  demolition  orders  revoked  after  properties 
involved  had  been  made  fit  . .  . .  . .  2 

(c)  Action  under  Section  27  of  the  Housing  Act  1957 

Number  of  closing  orders  determined  after  properties 
had  been  made  fit  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

(d)  Action  under  28  of  the  Housing  Act  1957 

Number  of  closing  orders  revoked  and  demolition 
orders  substituted  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

(e)  Action  under  Part  III  (Clearance  and  Re-Development) 

of  the  Housing  Act  1957  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  Nil 

Demolition  of  Condemned  Properties 

Thirty-four  houses  were  completely  demolished  during  the 
year  and  a  further  twenty-one  were  in  the  process  of  being  de¬ 
molished  when  the  year  ended. 

Since  1955,  the  start  of  the  current  Slum  Clearance  Programme, 
122  houses  have  been  made  the  subject  of  demolition  orders,  and 
in  the  same  period  126  properties  have  been  demolished. 

Three  properties  were  demolished  by  the  Council  in  default  of 
the  owners. 

Slum  Clearance 

231  houses  have  now  been  dealt  with  since  the  formulation  of 
the  Slum  Clearance  proposals  in  1955.  This  leaves  a  further  90 
properties  to  be  dealt  with  before  the  present  programme  ends 
in  October,  1963. 

The  total  number  of  new  houses  built  for  Slum  Clearance  since 
1955  is  131  but  although  this  figure  is  100  below  the  figure  of  pro¬ 
perties  condemned  it  represents  the  Council’s  commitments  in 
Slum  Clearance  since  that  date. 

Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation 

A  notice  was  served  under  Section  36  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957, 
in  respect  of  a  house  used  for  the  accommodation  of  more  than 
one  household,  but  not  reasonably  suitable  for  the  purpose. 

The  time  allowed  for  the  execution  of  works,  or,  alternatively, 
reduction  of  the  number  of  households  accommodated,  had  not 
expired  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Houses  Mortgaged  to  the  Council 

A  survey  of  243  properties  in  mortgage  to  the  Council  under 
the  Housing  Acts  1926  and  1949  was  carried  out  during  the  year. 

In  the  main  these  were  found  to  be  well  maintained,  but  four 
were  in  very  poor  condition. 
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Improvement  Grants 

Applications  for  Improvement  Grants  are  primarily  dealt  with 
by  the  Council’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  but  in  the  case  of  Standard 
Grants  it  is  a  requirement  of  Section  5(2)  of  the  House  Purchase 
and  Housing  Act,  1959,  that  after  execution  of  the  works  specified 
in  the  application  for  Grant  the  property  will  be  in  such  condition 
as  not  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation,  and  that  it  is  likely  to 
remain  so  and  available  for  use  as  a  dwelling  for  a  period  of  at  least 
15  years. 

Accordingly  properties  in  respect  of  which  applications  for 
Standard  Grants  are  received  are  inspected  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  and  in  appropriate  cases  such  additional  works  as 
may  be  necessary  to  satisfy  this  condition  are  required  to  be  under¬ 
taken  by  the  applicant. 

61  properties  were  inspected  for  this  purpose  during  1961,  works 
additional  to  the  provision  of  the  Standard  amenities  being  necessary 
in  56  cases. 

This  compares  with  72  inspections  during  1960,  with  additional 
works  necessary  in  66  cases. 


Water  Supply 

Sixty-nine  samples  of  water  were  taken  during  the  year  and 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination. 

Main  Supply 

Fourteen  of  these  were  of  the  raw  water  at  Redbrook  Pumping 
Station  and  ten  of  the  raw  water  at  the  Lydbrook  Pumping  Station. 

Thirty-five  samples  were  taken  from  points  on  the  mains  and 
of  these  only  three  were  not  entirely  free  of  coliform  bacilli. 


Other  Sources 

Public  Wells :  Of  eight  samples  taken,  seven  were  unsatis¬ 

factory. 

Private  Supplies:  Two  samples  were  taken  and  both  were 

unsatisfactory. 


Public  Wells 

At  the  end  of  the  year  24  public  wells  or  springs  were  still  in 
use  in  the  District. 

Samples  from  these  usually  indicate  pollution  and  it  is  the  policy 
of  the  Council  to  close  them  when  circumstances  permit. 

Three  public  wells  were  formally  closed  during  the  year,  and 
notices  displayed  at  four  natural  springs,  which  could  not  be  filled 
in,  or  the  supply  of  water  stopped,  warning  that  the  water  should 
be  boiled  before  drinking. 
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Milk  and  Dairies 


Register  of  Milk  Distributors 

Number  on  the  register  at  the  beginning  of  1961  . .  16 

Removed  from  the  register  during  the  year  . .  1 

Added  to  the  register  during  the  year  . .  . .  1 

Number  of  registered  distributors  at  the  end  of  the 
year  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  16 

In  addition  to  the  above  there  are  6  distributors  who  sell  milk 
by  retail  in  the  District  from  premises  outside.  These  are  required 
to  be  registered  only  with  the  local  authority  within  whose  area  the 
premises  from  which  the  milk  is  distributed  are  situated. 

20  dairy  farmers  also  retail  milk  in  the  District.  They  are  registered 
with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 

Register  of  Dairies 

Number  on  the  register  at  the  beginning  of  1961 
Removed  from  the  register  during  the  year 
Added  to  the  register  during  the  year 
Number  of  registered  dairies  at  the  end  of  the  year 
The  above  refers  to  dairies  other  than  those  at  dairy  farms 
are  registered  with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and 

Milk  Sampling 

Seventy  samples  of  milk  were  taken  during  the  year  and  sub¬ 
mitted  for  examination  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Newport. 
The  results  were  as  follows: — 

(a)  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 

Number  of  samples  taken  . .  . .  . .  . .  32 

Satisfied  the  prescribed  test  . .  . .  . .  . .  23 

Failed  the  prescribed  test  . .  . .  . .  . .  9 

The  Milk  Production  Officer,  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
and  Food,  was  requested  to  investigate  the  milk  production  methods 
employed  at  two  farms  where  samples  had  repeatedly  failed  to 
satisfy  the  prescribed  test.  The  investigations  revealed  deficiences 
in  both  cases  and  these  were  remedied. 

(b)  Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)  Milk 

Number  of  samples  taken  . .  . .  . .  . .  23 

Satisfied  the  prescribed  tests  . .  . .  . .  . .  19 

Failed  the  prescribed  tests  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

No  Methylene  Blue  test  was  applied  to  3  of  the  samples  owing 
to  atmospheric  shade  temperature  exceeding  70°F  on  the  day 
the  samples  were  taken. 
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(c)  Pasteurised  Milk 

Number  of  samples  taken  . .  . .  . .  . .  12 

Satisfied  the  prescribed  tests  . .  . .  . .  . .  11 

Failed  the  prescribed  tests  . .  . .  . .  . .  0 

No  Methylene  Blue  test  was  applied  to  1  of  the  samples  owing 
to  atmospheric  shade  temperature  exceeding  70° F  on  the  day 
the  sample  was  taken. 

(d)  Sterilized  Milk 

Number  of  samples  taken  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Satisfied  the  prescribed  test  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Failed  the  prescribed  test  . .  . .  . .  . .  0 

Animal  inoculation  tests  carried  out  at  the  laboratory  on  three 
samples  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  yielded  negative  results  to 
tuberculosis. 

No  tests  for  the  presence  of  Brucella  abortus,  the  causative 
organism  of  undulant  fever  in  man,  were  carried  out. 

Milk  Vending  Machines 

One  such  machine  has  been  installed  in  Coleford,  sited  outside 
a  shop.  As  this  is  accessible  to  anyone,  such  sales  are  not  regarded 
as  “catering  sales”.  The  vendor  is  registered  with  the  Council 
as  a  distributor  of  milk  and  a  licence  issued  by  the  County  Council. 
Samples  taken  from  the  machine  have  all  been  satisfactory. 

Milk  Bottles 

Some  complaints  were  received  regarding  unclean  milk  bottles. 
These  had  been  machine-washed,  with  more  than  adequate 
treatment  for  bottles  in  reasonable  condition.  Some,  however, 
were  returned  to  the  dairy  in  a  very  bad  state  and,  although  nor¬ 
mally  discarded,  a  few  were  passed  through  the  machine.  These 
may  have  appeared  to  be  quite  clean  when  empty ;  any  uncleanliness 
only  becoming  apparent  when  filled  with  milk. 

The  bottles  are  now  examined  as  they  leave  the  filling  machine 
and  any  seen  not  to  be  satisfactory  are  put  aside. 

Ice-Cream 

Register  of  ice-cream  premises 

Number  on  the  register  at  the  beginning  of  1961  . .  86 

Removed  from  the  register  during  the  year  . .  0 

Added  to  the  register  during  the  year  . .  . .  6 

Number  of  registered  premises  at  the  end  of  the  year  92 
In  three  cases  registration  was  transferred  to  incoming  occupiers 
following  changes  of  occupation  of  registered  premises. 
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One  application  for  registration  was  refused  for  the  reason  that 
the  premises  were  regarded  as  unsuitable  for  the  purpose. 

There  was  only  one  manufacturer  of  ice-cream  in  the  District; 
the  “cold  mix”  method  being  used.  All  other  ice-cream  was  supplied 
by  the  large  manufacturing  companies. 


Food  Hygiene 

Food  Premises 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  food  premises  in  the  District 


was  as  follows : — 

Bakers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  8 

Butchers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  21 

Caterers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  29 

Chemists  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Fish  and  Chip  Fryers  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

Fishmongers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

General  Shopkeepers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  84 

Grocers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  18 

Sweet-shopkeepers  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  i  2 
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These  were  kept  under  observation  to  ensure  that  the  Food 
Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960,  were  being  complied  with. 

The  hygienic  handling  of  food  is  an  important  factor  in  the 
prevention  of  food  poisoning,  which  is  often  caused  by  bacterial 
contamination  from  the  human  body  and  all  persons  handling 
open  food  should  be  fully  aware  of  their  responsibilities  in  this 
respect. 


Mobile  Shops  and  Stalls 

A  number  of  mobile  food  shops  operate  throughout  the  District 
and  there  are  usually  two  stalls  in  Coleford  during  the  Summer, 
but  these  are  largely  outside  the  scope  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regu¬ 
lations  as  applicable  to  fixed  shops. 

It  seems  reasonable  that  mobile  food  shops  and  stalls  should 
be  required  to  comply  with  standards  of  food  hygiene  similar  to 
those  required  in  premises,  yet  whereas,  for  instance,  premises 
are  required  to  be  provided  with  hand  washing  facilities,  mobile 
shops  and  stalls,  unless  a  catering  business  is  carried  on,  are  not. 

The  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  authorises  the  Ministers  con¬ 
cerned  to  make  regulations  providing  for  the  issue  by  local  au¬ 
thorities  of  licences  in  respect  of  vehicles  or  stalls  used  for  the  sale 
of  food,  but  none  have  so  far  been  made. 
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Hotels,  Public  Houses  and  Clubs 

By  the  end  of  the  year  works  to  comply  with  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  and  Public  Health  Acts  had  been  completed  at  53 
hotels,  public  houses  and  clubs  in  the  District.  The  total  number 
of  these  is  68. 

Some  works  remained  to  be  done  at  seven  premises,  four  others 
were  awaiting  general  reconstruction  and  two  were  expected  to 
close  in  the  near  future. 

Consideration  was  being  given  to  the  action  that  would  be 
appropriate  in  the  cases  of  two  other  public  houses  which  were 
regarded  as  not  reasonably  capable  of  being  brought  up  to  a  satis¬ 
factory  standard. 


Meat  and  other  Food  Inspection 


The  following  food  was  inspected  and  condemned  at  various 
food  premises  in  the  District  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption: 

347  lbs.  beef  . .  . .  . .  severe  bruising 

37  cans  assorted  foodstuffs  .  .  cans  blown  or  damaged 

8  lbs,  ox  tongue  . .  . .  decomposition 

14  lbs.  wet  fish  . .  . .  decomposition 


Most  retailers  in  this  District  have  an  agreement  with  their 
wholesale  suppliers  that,  if  there  is  any  suspicion  regarding  the 
fitness  or  otherwise  of  any  can  of  food,  this  is  withdrawn  from  sale 
and  returned  to  them.  Consequently  the  quantity  of  canned  food 
surrendered  by  shopkeepers  is  comparatively  small. 


Complaints 

Following  a  complaint  by  a  resident  regarding  small  yellow 
nodules  in  a  can  of  grapefruit  segments  purchased  from  a  shop 
in  Coleford  this  was  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  but  his  report 
stated  that  these  were  a  harmless  natural  constituent  (Hesperidin). 

Another  complaint  was  received  regarding  a  piece  of  metal 
alleged  to  have  been  found  inside  a  half-pound  packet  of  butter 
purchased  from  a  shop  in  Coleford.  It  was  considered  that  there 
was  insufficient  evidence  to  be  reasonably  certain  that  legal  pro¬ 
ceedings  would  be  successful  and  the  facts  were  reported  to  the 
manufacturers. 

A  meat  pie  sold  to  a  customer  from  a  shop  in  Lydbrook  was 
found  to  be  filled  with  sawdust.  This  proved  to  be  a  dummy  meat 
pie  made  in  the  factory  for  demonstration  purposes  which  had 
been  inadvertently  despatched  with  normal  supplies. 

Action  was  taken  by  the  firm  with  a  view  to  preventing  a  similar 
occurrence  in  future. 
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Slaughterhouses 

There  is  no  licensed  slaughterhouse  in  the  District,  and  the 
unlicensed  premises  formerly  used  to  slaughter  animals  sent  in 
as  “Casualties”  ceased  to  be  used  for  this  purpose. 

No  post-mortem  meat  inspection  was  carried  out  during  the  year. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1958 

Five  licences  to  slaughter  animals  were  issued  during  the  year. 

Game  Act,  1831 

Three  dealer’s  licences  under  the  above  Act  were  issued  during 
the  year. 


Public  Health  Acts,  1936  (and  1961) 

Nuisances  were  mainly  abated  without  recourse  to  formal  action, 
but  in  two  cases  it  was  necessary  to  serve  Abatement  Notices  under 
Section  93  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  in  respect  of  nuisances 
at  dwelling  houses  by  reason  of  disrepair,  and  these  were  complied 
with  in  both  cases. 


Factories  Act,  1937 — 1959 

Activities  by  this  Department  were  mainly  confined  to  regular 
inspections  of  a  small  number  of  premises  that  were  discovered 
in  the  comprehensive  survey  of  last  year  to  fall  short  of  legal  require¬ 
ments. 

The  register  now  reads  as  follows : — 

Factory  premises  registered  at  commencement  of 
1961  ..  ..  .  63 

Premises  removed  from  register  during  the  year  3 

Premises  added  to  register  during  the  year  .  .  4 

Number  of  registered  factory  premises  at  end  of  the 

year  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  64 
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Part  1 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 


Number  of 

Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Inspect’ns 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosec’ted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Auth¬ 
orities 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  . . 

64 

59 

3 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  out-workers’  pre¬ 
mises) 

Total 

64 

59 

3 

— 

64 


2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found  (Defects  discovered 
at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions  are  reck¬ 
oned  as  two,  three  or  more  “cases”) 


in 

Number  of  cases 
which  defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosec’tns 
were 

instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

Referred 
By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 
(S.l) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  tem- 
ature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventila¬ 
tion  (S.4)  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveni¬ 
ences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

_ * 

2* 

_  _  - 

.  - 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

_ * 

2* 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  in¬ 
cluding  offences  re¬ 
lating  to  Out-work) 

Total  . . 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

*  The  difference  in  figures  shown  in  these  columns  is  due  to 
contraventions  and  defects  remedied  during  the  year,  that  were 
originally  found  prior  to  1961. 


Section  110 

Ninety  persons  were  listed  by  a  local  factory  that  specialises 
in  the  manufacture  of  pins,  hair  grips,  metal  fasteners,  etc.,  as 
being  employed  by  them  as  outworkers. 
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General 


Swimming  Baths 

The  Swimming  Baths  at  both  Bell’s  Grammar  School  and  Berry 
Hill  Secondary  Modern  School  continued  to  function  satisfactorily 
although  the  growth  of  algae  presented  a  problem  particularly 
in  the  early  summer.  This  was  countered  later  in  the  season  by  the 
application  of  algicide  (copper  sulphate). 

Six  samples  of  water  from  these  baths  were  submitted  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  and  all  were  reported  to  be  satisfactory. 

Frequent  on-the-spot  tests  for  chlorine  content  and  pH  values 
were  also  carried  out. 

Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act  1960 

By  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  licensed  caravan  sites  had 
reached  55.  This  included  2  licensed  holiday  sites  and  involved 
a  total  of  121  caravans. 

It  was  necessary  to  serve  14  notices  for  contraventions  of  the 
licence  conditions. 

Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  and  Welfare  Provisions)  Act,  1956 

Under  this  Act  sanitary  authorities  are  responsible  for  ensuring 
that  farms  on  which  workers  are  employed  in  agriculture  are 
provided  with  suitable  and  sufficient  sanitary  conveniences  available 
for  the  use  of  workers  so  employed.  Occasional  reports  of  action 
taken  under  the  Act  have  been  requested  by  the  Ministry  of  Agri¬ 
culture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 

Number  of  farms  in  the  District  . .  . .  . .  81 

Number  surveyed  during  1961  . .  . .  32 

Number  found  with  adequate  sanitary  conveniences  29 

Number  found  without  adequate  sanitary  conven¬ 
iences  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Informal  action  was  taken  where  the  sanitary  accommodation 
was  found  to  be  inadequate. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 — 1954 

Number  of  properties  inspected  ..  ..  ..  182 

Number  of  infestations  (including  re-infestations 
treated) : — 

(a)  Rats  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  134 

(b)  Mice  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  19 

In  addition  to  the  work  summarised  above,  treatments  were 
applied  to  Coleford’s  old  culvert  system  and  the  Lydbrook  stream, 
in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food. 
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Petroleum  Spirit  and  Calcium  Carbide 

Number  of  premises  licensed  to  store  petroleum 
spirit  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  59 

Number  of  premises  licensed  to  store  calcium  carbide  3 


Land  Charges  Act,  1925 

Enquiries  are  regularly  received  and  answered  relating  to  Official 
Searches. 


Deposited  Plans 

All  plans  deposited  with  the  Council  in  accordance  with  the 
building  byelaws  are  passed  by  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  to  the 
Public  Health  Department  for  comments,  which  are  written  on  a 
form  and  included  with  the  plans  so  that  they  are  available  for 
reference. 

Passing  of  the  plans  operates  as  an  approval  thereof  by  the 
Council  only  for  the  purposes  of  the  requirements  of  the  building 
byelaws  and  those  sections  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  1936  and 
1961  which  expressly  require  or  authorise  the  Council  in  certain 
cases  to  reject  plans.  By  this  procedure,  however,  reference  can 
be  made  to  the  requirements  under  other  statutes  such  as  the 
Factories  Acts  1937  and  1959;  Shops  Act,  1950;  Food  Hygiene 
(General)  Regulations,  1960;  Clean  Air  Act,  1956;  Milk  and 
Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959;  or  Petroleum  (Regulation) 
Acts,  1928  and  1936;  for  which  the  Public  Health  Department  is 
responsible,  so  that  these  also  can  be  given  due  consideration 
in  the  planning  stage. 

It  also  affords  the  Department  an  opportunity  to  ensure  that 
proposed  septic  tanks  are  sited  in  the  best  available  position  to 
minimise  the  possibility  of  nuisance  arising  when  they  are  put 
into  use.  In  appropriate  cases  trial  holes  are  requested  and  the 
type  of  septic  tank  installed  can  be  varied  according  to  the  nature 
of  the  subsoil  found,  e.g.  where  clay  subsoil  is  encountered  land 
drainage  is  substituted  for  the  normal  soakaway  chamber. 
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HOUSING  PROGRESS 


Mr.  A.  C.  Luker,  the  Housing  Officer,  reports  as  follows  on 
the  number  of  houses  completed: — 

Council  Houses 


• 

Parish 

1961 

Pre-war 

Post-war 

including 

1961 

Total 

Coleford 

24 

166 

240 

406 

English  Bicknor  . . 

— 

8 

16 

24 

Staunton 

— 

— 

11 

11 

Newland 

Clearwell  . . 

— 

10 

14 

24 

Redbrook  . . 

— 

34 

— 

34 

Lydbrook 

Lydbrook  . . 

— 

52 

— 

52 

Joys  Green 

— 

20 

113 

133 

West  Dean 

Berry  Hill  . . 

— 

50 

56 

106 

Bream 

12 

80 

113 

193 

Broadwell  . . 

— 

64 

50 

114 

Ellwood 

— - 

6 

— 

6 

Milkwall 

8 

6 

38 

44 

Parkend 

— 

12 

35 

47 

Pillowell 

— 

12 

— 

12 

Viney  Hill  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whitecroft  . . 

— 

30 

24 

54 

Yorkley 

— 

42 

79 

121 

44 

592 

789 

1,381 

Of  the  44  dwellings  completed  and  occupied  during  1961,  14 
were  one  bedroom  type  bungalows  and  were  let  to  tenants  of 
pensionable  age  or  to  persons  suffering  some  physical  handicap, 
the  remainder  being  dwellings  erected  to  re-house  families  under 
the  Council’s  Slum  Clearance  Programme. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  all  tenants  from  the  hutments  at  Wynols 
Hill  have  been  re-housed  and  the  site  will  now  be  cleared. 

In  addition  to  the  number  of  dwellings  set  out  above,  the  Council 
own  8  other  units  of  accommodation,  all  of  which  are  occupied. 

Private  Houses 

Thirty-five  private  dwellings  were  completed  during  the  year 
making  a  total  of  290  during  the  post-war  period. 


68 


ENGINEER  AND  SURVEYOR’S  REPORT 

Mr.  H.  Parks,  M.I.Mun.E.,  M.Inst.P.H.E.,  reports 

as  follows: — 


Water  Supply 

Rainfall 

The  total  rainfall  for  the  year  amounted  only  to  29.49  inches 
and  was  less  than  the  rainfall  in  the  latter  half  of  1960.  It  seems 
likely  that  the  results  of  this  will  be  felt  in  the  summer  of  1962 
when,  unless  there  is  regular  rainfall,  restrictions  of  supply  may 
have  to  be  considered. 

Yield  of  Springs 

The  minimum  yield  was  experienced  in  December,  1961,  when 
240,000  gallons  per  day  was  available  at  Redbrook,  and  850,000 
gallons  per  day  at  Lydbrook.  This,  it  will  be  seen,  is  slightly  later 
in  the  year  than  is  usual  and  also  somewhat  lower  than  that  for 
1960.  No  doubt  due  to  the  low  rainfall. 

Demand 

(i)  Domestic,  (ii)  Industrial,  (iii)  Bulk  supplies,  (iv)  Total. 

The  domestic  demand  for  the  District  averaged  29.80  gallons 
per  head  per  day,  which  appears  to  compare  quite  favourably 
with  the  figures  generally  for  the  country  and  also,  I  believe,  reflects 
creditably  on  the  staff  and  organisation  for  waste  water  detection. 

The  industrial  demand  continues  to  be  heavy  and  to  grow. 
At  times  of  the  year  it  is  liable  to  be  heavier  than  the  domestic 
demand  for  the  whole  of  West  Dean  area.  Beecham’s  Foods 
Limited,  Royal  Forest  Factory  was,  of  course,  the  main  industrial 
consumer  requiring  approximately  610,000  gallons  per  day  in 
this  peak  season.  Fortunately  the  peak  demand  does  not  coincide 
with  the  period  of  minimum  yield.  Bulk  supplies  were  afforded 
in  great  quantity  to  East  Dean  R.D.C.  and  at  one  time  during  the 
year,  concurrently  with  the  peak  demand  from  Beecham’s  Foods 
Limited,  the  amount  reached  some  245,000  gallons  per  day. 

The  total  demand  of  domestic,  industrial  and  bulk  supplies 
resulted  in  pumping  abstraction  as  follows: — 


Total 

(gallons) 

331,289,000 

Pumping  Stations 

Supplies  to 

Redbrook 

Lydbrook 

Beecham’s 

Factory 

East  Dean 
R.D.C. 

West  Dean 
R.D.C. 

105,450,000 

225,839,000 

78,135,000 

52,228,000 

200,926,000 

The  total  amounts  pumped  exceeds  all  previous  yearly  totals 
by  nearly  22%.  In  spite  of  this,  however,  the  domestic  consumption 
is  lower  than  in  any  of  the  three  previous  years. 
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Distribution 

Difficulties  were  experienced  in  various  parts  of  the  District 
during  the  year  in  maintaining  an  adequate  pressure  because  of 
the  comparatively  large  industrial  and  bulk  supply  demands. 
It  was  particularly  frustrating  to  know  that  the  amount  of  water 
available  at  that  time  was  quite  adequate  for  all  demands  and  yet, 
by  reason  of  the  inadequate  carrying  capacity  of  the  network 
of  mains,  it  could  not  always  be  delivered  at  a  satisfactory  pressure. 

The  two  main  difficulties  arose  at  Stowfield,  Lydbrook,  and 
supplies  via  the  Sling  Reservoir  to  Stowe  Green  and  to  the  Yorkley 
Booster  Station. 

Stowfield  Hospital  supplies  have  been  maintained  by  running 
a  overland  polythene  pipe  line  direct  to  the  Hospital  to  by-pass 
an  existing  and  overloaded  2"  main  whilst  the  supplies  via  Sling 
Reservoir  could  only  be  maintained  by  constant  valve  manipulation 
on  the  network  and  on  the  supply  to  Beecham’s  Factory.  This, 
however,  should  now  be  resolved  by  the  commencement  of  laying 
of  some  3\  miles  of  9"  trunk  main  from  the  existing  12"  main  at 
Mile  End  direct  to  the  Sling  Reservoir  and  to  Beecham’s  Factory 
at  a  cost  of  £38,000.  This  scheme  will  be  sufficiently  completed  in 
1962  to  meet  the  peak  industrial  demand  from  Beecham’s  Factory. 

Pumping  Stations 

At  the  end  of  the  year  it  became  desirable  to  send  one  of  the 
multi-stage  turbine  pumps  from  Redbrook  back  to  the  Makers  for 
re-conditioning,  and  it  is  expected  to  have  this  reinstated  for  duty 
in  time  for  peak  demand  period. 

A  new  telerecorder  was  installed  at  Lydbrook  Pumping  Station 
to  operate  signal  transmission  of  the  level  of  water  in  Sling  Reser¬ 
voir.  This  works  successfully  and  has  proved  to  be  invaluable 
in  the  maintenance  of  adequate  supplies. 

It  was  also  necessary  during  the  year  to  renew  part  of  the  tele¬ 
recorder  cable  from  Staunton  Meend  Reservoir  to  Redbrook 
Pumping  Station. 

New  bearings  were  fitted  to  one  of  the  electric  meters  at  the 
Lydbrook  Pumping  Station. 

Mteins  Extensions 

As  well  as  commencement  of  the  9"  diameter  trunk  main  from 
Mile  End  to  Sling  Reservoir  and  to  Beecham’s  Factory,  other  4" 
diameter  mains  have  been  laid  at  Wynols  Hill  to  increase  pressure 
and  flow  in  existing  2"  mains  and  a  f"  pipe  line  extension  done 
at  Coalway  to  serve  six  properties. 

New  connections  to  the  water  mains  during  the  year  amounted 
to  98  and  the  few  remaining  public  stand  pipes  were  removed  after 
due  notice. 
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Waste  Water  Detection 

This  continued  as  a  dire  necessity  during  the  year,  making  com¬ 
bined  use  of  detection  instruments,  meter  readings,  checking 
of  distribution  reservoir  levels,  zone  valving  off  at  night  time  and 
the  like.  With  over  100  miles  of  mains,  and  pressures  ranging 
from  30  lbs.  per  sq.  inch  to  310  lbs.  per  sq.  inch  and  with  the  ever 
increasing  demand,  it  is  desirable  that  waste  detection  staff  should 
be  employed  and  trained  in  this  work. 

Housing 

(i)  New  Building  by  the  Council. 

(ii)  Private  Building  including  Improvements  and  Grants. 

(iii)  Council  house  Maintenance  and  Improvement. 

(iv)  Aluminium  Prefabricated  Dwellings. 

(i)  During  1961  the  Council  was  engaged  in,  or  preparing 
surveys  for,  building  new  dwellings  as  follows: — 


Bungalows 

Houses 

Location 

12 

— 

Coleford 

4 

— 

Bream 

6 

4 

Joys  Green 

6 

— 

Y  orkley 

4 

— 

Clearwell 

6 

6 

Berry  Hill 

38 

10 

Of  the  above,  the  6  bungalows  and  6  houses  at  Berry  Hill  had 
l  to  be  carried  forward  into  the  1962  Programme  as  administrative 
;  difficulties  hampered  progress. 

(ii)  Plans  for  the  construction  of  50  new  private  dwellings 
were  approved  during  the  year  and  also  for  113  schemes 
of  modernisation  and  improvement  of  existing  private 
dwellings,  13  loans  for  the  construction  of  new  dwellings, 
73  improvement  grants  and  58  loans  for  improvements 
were  made  by  the  Council  to  private  individuals. 

(iii)  Adequate  maintenance  of  the  Council’s  1,370  houses  be¬ 
comes  more  onerous  and  expensive  each  year  as  the  houses 
become  older  and  as  costs  of  materials,  labour  and  transport 
rise.  During  the  year,  in  addition  to  normal  maintenance 
and  repairs,  the  Council  re-roofed  20  houses,  re-wired  to 
modern  standards  30  houses  and  re-painted  94  houses. 
They  also  installed  6  new  electric  cookers  and  1  gas  cooker. 

(iv)  The  Council  have  100  Aluminium  Prefabricated  dwellings 
of  the  B2  Type,  all  of  which  were  inspected  during  the  year 
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and  all  were  showing  signs  of  varying  degree  of  deterioration. 
It  is  anticipated  that  though  no  immediate  demolition  is 
necessary,  the  situation  will  progressively  worsen  during 
the  next  few  years.  Meantime  a  careful  watch  on  the  property 
is  being  maintained. 

Refuse  Collection 

The  only  change  which  was  effected  in  this  matter  during  the 
year  was  the  addition  of  more  and  more  houses  to  the  collection 
programme  as  the  Council’s  own  housing  estates  became  developed, 
more  private  houses  were  built  and  as  tracks  became  made  up 
giving  vehicular  access  to  other  properties. 

Eighteen  new  areas  of  collection  have  been  added,  making  a 
total  of  91  additional  properties. 

Disposal  continues  as  controlled  tipping,  one  tip  only  being  used 
for  the  whole  of  the  District  and  there  have  been  no  complaints 
or  nuisances  arising. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

1.  Public  Sewerage 

During  the  year  six  new  connections  were  made  to  the  public 
sewers. 

Maintenance  of  sewers  and  disposal  works  continues  as  des¬ 
cribed  in  previous  reports,  but  I  have  to  report  that  with  the  com¬ 
bined  flow  from  Coleford,  Berry  Hill  and  Broadwell,  the  Newland 
Disposal  Works  are  heavily  overloaded.  This  is  especially  so 
when  the  low  level  pumps  serving  Berry  Hill  and  Broadwell  are 
operating  at  the  same  time. 

The  position  is  well  known  to  the  Council  who  are  urgently 
considering  major  extensions  at  the  Works,  not  only  to  cater  for 
this  but  also  to  deal  with  trade  effluent  from  Beecham’s  Factory. 
In  the  meantime,  exceptional  arrangements  are  made  to  haul  wet 
sludge  away  to  the  Council’s  refuse  tip  for  disposal,  and  so  far 
as  the  biological  filter  beds  are  concerned,  there  is  little  that  can 
be  done. 

During  the  year  the  Council’s  Consultant  Engineers  were  asked 
to  commence  investigations  for  a  comprehensive  sewerage  scheme 
to  serve  Bream,  Brockhollands,  Whitecroft,  Pillowell,  Yorkley 
and  Parkend,  and  for  this  purpose,  preliminary  arrangements 
are  in  hand  including  the  making  of  an  aerial  survey  of  the  area. 

The  laying  of  sewers  and  construction  of  the  disposal  works 
at  Lydbrook  commenced  during  the  year  and  was  progressing 
well  by  the  31st  December.  Completion  of  this  scheme  will  enable 
the  temporary  sewage  disposal  works  at  Joys  Green  to  be  discarded. 

2.  Housing  Estate  Disposal  Works 

There  are  no  less  than  seventeen  disposal  works  of  various 
kinds  for  the  treatment  of  sewage  from  housing  estates  of  this 
Council.  Regular  weekly  attention  is  given  on  a  routine  programme 
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basis  to  the  proper  functioning  of  these  by  a  mobile  gang.  Ad¬ 
ditionally,  a  contract  has  been  concluded  with  a  Cesspool  Emptying 
Contractor  for  regular  desludging  of  settling  tanks  and  septic 
tanks.  The  wet  sludge  is  disposed  of  on  the  refuse  disposal  tips 
and  covered  with  household  refuse. 

At  Whitecroft  the  pre-war  houses  discharge  sewage  into  septic 
tanks  which  are  unsatisfactory  and  it  is  proposed  in  modernisation 
of  these  houses  and  future  building  programmes  to  dispense  with 
these  and  build  new  disposal  works. 

At  Sling  the  disposal  works  are  satisfactory  but  disposal  of 
the  effluent  is  troublesome.  Here  again  it  is  proposed,  in  modern¬ 
isation  of  these  houses  and  together  with  future  house  building, 
to  remedy  the  defects  by  a  pumping  station  and  new  disposal 
works. 

On  supervision  generally  it  becomes  increasingly  evident  that 
more  labour  is  required  to  maintain  adequately  all  these  works 
in  an  efficient  state,  and  this  might  well  be  considered  in  con¬ 
junction  with  labour  requirements  for  the  new  Lydbrook  disposal 
works  when  completed. 

Portions  of  old  sewer  have  had  to  be  re-laid  at  the  Wynols  Hill 
Estate  where  the  old  sewers  one  time  serving  the  Prisoner  of  War 
Camp  are  now  being  used  for  housing  estate  purposes.  Additionally, 
repairs  have  had  to  be  effected  at  the  old  Coleford  culverts  though, 
as  last  year,  it  has  not  been  possible  to  undertake  any  major  works 
on  this  owing  to  pressure  of  other  work. 

Broadwell  Junior  School  has  now  been  disconnected  from  its 
old  unsatisfactory  disposal  works  and  is  dealt  with  by  the  new 
Broadwell  Sewers  and  Pumping  Stations. 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH’S  SUMMARY 
Water  Supply 

92%  of  the  dwellings  in  the  District  now  have  mains  water. 
Samples  are  taken  regularly  from  the  raw  water  at  Redbrook 
and  Lydbrook  sources  and  from  taps  on  the  mains. 

Sewerage 

A  commencement  was  made  on  the  Lydbrook  Scheme.  Bream, 
Yorkley  and  Pillowell  badly  need  to  be  sewered,  and  later  Clearwel! 
and  Milkwall  should  be  dealt  with. 

Swimming  Pools 

Bell’s  Grammar  School:  This  is  emptied  and  filled  every  fourteen 
days  and  hand  chlorinated  with  hypochlorite. 

Berry  Hill  School:  This  has  a  chlorination  and  circulation  ap¬ 
paratus. 

The  water  in  both  pools  was  kept  in  a  satisfactory  state. 
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Analyses  of  Main  Water  Supplies  (Raw  waters)  taken  on  13.11.61 


Lydbrook 

Redbrook 

Pumping  Station 

Pumping  Station 

Chemical  (parts  per  million) 

Total  Dissolved  Solids 

312 

350 

Loss  on  ignition  . . 

57 

46 

Mineral  Matter 

255 

304 

Total  hardness 

282 

308 

(a)  Permanent  . . 

73 

77 

(b)  Temporary  . . 

209 

231 

Chlorine  (as  Chloride) 

13 

14 

Free  Ammonia 

0 

0 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0 

0.01 

Nitrate  Nitrogen  . . 

2.48 

2.01 

Nitrite  Nitrogen  . . 

0 

0 

Lead 

0 

0 

Copper 

0 

0 

Zinc 

0 

0 

Iron 

0 

0 

Reaction  pH 

7.5 

7.6 

Bacteriological 

Plate  Count,  on  Yeastral  agar 

after  1  day  at  37°C 

1 

3 

after  3  days  at  22°C 

6 

13 

Coliform  bacilli  (probable  num- 

bers  per  100  mis.) 

0 

0 

Bact.  coli  (type  I)  . . 

0 

0 

74 


